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The chief “yurpose of this. -gablication is to. dis tribate information on aero= 
nautics to the flying ‘ersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corys, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. . 

Publishers are authorized to reprint. material ayoearing in this sublication 
save such as are reorinted from other -mblications by _— yermission. 

bine fawn 


PRACTICAL PEACE rime LEADERSHIP 
By be al 0..W. ‘Griswold, Infantry. 


Ed. . Note: ‘The Air Corps ews ‘fatter can truthfully say that it takes 

. pt Leasure in ~ublishing the article with the above. title, which . 
is a reprint from the February, 1931, issue.of the Cavalry 
Journal, the monthly publication of the U.S. Cavalry Associa- 
tion. Grateful acknowledgnent.is made. of. the kind courtesy of 
the Cavalry. ncaa mica in Granting permission to weaRene this 
‘article. og 

"Practical Peace-Time Leaders ship," should not. ge imma: 

_-auyone in the Army, whether officer, noncommissioned officer or 
even the greenest "rookie" with any ambition to work himself up_ 
to a higher grade. The author, Mejor Oscar W..Griswold, is well 
mown. in the-Air Corps.: He is.on.duty as Chief .of the.Public 

_ Relations. Branch, :G-2, War Denartment General Staff, and served. | 
‘with the Air. Coros during the 1930 Field Exercises at Mather 
Field, Sacraments, Calif... when he was on duty with.the Provi- 
sional Wing Staff as Press Relations Officer, a vosition he will 
hold again with:the Air Corns in the Staff of the lst Provisional 
Air Division. during the coming May, 1951, Exercises. 
It is interesting to. note that. Major Griswold, the author, is 
an Infantryman on Generel Staff duty; that the article-was first 

printed in a.Cavalry journal, and is now az,earing in an Air 

Corgs publication. 


EADERSHIP cannot be learned from a set of rules. However similar sol- 
ry Giers may be in the mass, individually each man has a distinct person- 
ality. In battle, in the.face of danger and death, the soldier is 
stripped of all swoerficial. attributes and reverts.to the elemental 
jan. The herd inflyence then becomes yredominant. He ceases to think, and 
then reacts, as a matter of BOREM to the things lear ees on the training 
ground. 
In peace, such factors as education, revious occinetion, race, antece~ 
dents, and home training make soldiers more individualistic. There is not 
present that common danger, as. in war, to bring them all together. In »eace, - 
too, the anrlication of disciplinary measures to suit the varticular case may 
be efficacious as a deterrent. ut in battle no discizlinary ‘wuanishment, less 
than death itself, will affect any man. who is crazed by fear. , 

The lives of Napoleon, Scipio, Hannibal, Caesar; Grant, Lee, Stonewall 
Jackson, and many other great soldiers abound in florious exploits of léader- 
Ship on the battle field. Conversely, the student may also find in history : 
many notable examples of its failure. Unfortunately, however, there are few - 

xauples in print concerning the practical application of. leadership in time 
of peace. Therefore, and since-it:is in peace that vre should. »revare for war, 
this study concerns itself more with the yeace-time asrect of the question. 

The following true cases, illustrating .some examples of neace~time lead’ 
ership, are stated from an observation of some twenty-four years'. service, 
They are stated, not in a-spirit of ‘criticism or commencation, but in an ef- 
fort to illustrate what are considered to be certain fundamental principles 
that underlie the application of neace-time leadership. 

Case I. Some years ago, the graduating ‘class at West Point was ‘given opor- 
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tunity, as a part of its instruction, to witness the usual Saturday inspection 
of one of the Regular Army detachments at that station. The detachment command. 
er's attitude towards the men was one of extreme severity and faultfinding; any 
bunk not made up to his satisfaction was -wlled roughly apart, and the blankets, 
sheets and equipment. were scattered uoon the floor; noncommissioned officers,as 
well as privates, were admonished caustically and sarcastically before the as- 
sembled cadets; meat cans, knives, forks and spoons, out of nlace or in »oor 
condition, were thrown across the room; and several times the detachment com. 
mander lost his temper and used profanity. . He seemed to take pleasure in find- 
ing something wrong, and failed to comment favorably on anything that was right, 

The impression made on that graduating class was impressive and lasting, 

To their inexnerienced eyes this was the ayoroved way to handle enlisted men. 
Needless to say, every »otential officer in that class was greatly handicapped 
during the formative years of his earlier service by the exnerience. It took 
years for some of them to readjust their ideas. This influence may have caused 
some of the storm of ost war »rotest against Regular Army methods. 

This case illustrates many serious errors in the »sychology of troop 
leadership. First of all, it is an almost criminal illustration of the power 
of example wrongfully apolied. Secondly, it violates every semblance of dignity, 
justice, and good practice in the handling of enlisted men, Such treatment 
lowers their self-respect and exnoses them to ridicule. It is unjust and arbit- 
rary. It destroys loyalty and respect for the commander, the organization, and 
the entire Service. Finally, the tyrannical imposition of authority on subor- 
dinates by virtue of military command can never be defended. It is the act of 
a bully, not that of a leader. 

Conversely, analysis of the case by the observant officer will guide him 
to a fundamental truth, which is that in most situations commendation is more 
powerful than condemnation. Apnlied to the case in point, it means that the 
detachment commander's mental attitude was destructive rather than constructive. 

In making an inspection, then, the best method is to find first something 
satisfactory. Having once found it, make favorable comment thereon. Then 
point out carefully the unsatisfactory things, emshasizing the idea, at the 
same time, that only these latter things are holding back the individual or the 
organization from being uniformly un to the a»n»roved standard. Instead of ar- 
bitrarily ordering "do this" or "do that," the initiative of the subordinate 
can be stimulated by such questions as "What do you think about this?" "Have 
you considered that?" leaving him the working out of the suggestion. ‘The senior 
has a direct responsibility in checking up on results. This course will almost 
always bring home to the subordinate that the senior is a friend, not an enemy; 
that he is trying to build un, not to tear dom. Its strength rests upon the 
fact that any human being is »roud to have or to do something above the average. 
He receives pleasure and incentive from the fact that it is noticed and praised 
by superiors. It works irresnective of versons, whether they be generals, 
colonels, majors, junior officers, noncommissioned officers, cools, or privates. 
It may be applied to any phase of every day military life, whether it be between 
line and staff, at a drill, an ins»ection, a tour of guard, or even in the su- 
pervision of a police detail. The av lication of this »rincivle detracts in no 
way from what military men call "force." If, after a fair trial, good results 
are not obtained, then direct orders and direct action are necessary. If these 
latter measures do not acconmlish the desired end, then the individual becomes 
@ proper subject for prompt elimination from the service. . 

Case II. Immediately after the World War, the then Commandant of Cadets at 
West Point was impressed with the necessity of develoving the latent leadership 
of cadets while in the corps. To this end, tactical officers were assigned or- 
derly rooms in the cadet barracks. They were thus brought into direct contact 
with cadets. Disci»rlinary matters were handled under policies, exactly as in 
the Service. Tactical officers were enjoined to be strict tut absolutely just, 
and were not empowered to use arbitrary measures of munishment. ‘the tactical 
officer became, in truth, the "Old Man" of his cadet company. His daily ad- 
ministration of the business of that company served as a daily object lesson 
to the cadet throughout his course at the Academy. 

A text book "Military Man Power," by Lieutenant Colonel L.C, Andrews, 
U.S.A., was obtained and a course of instruction was given by the Tactical De- 
partment. Initiative and resnonsibility were develoved in members of the First 
(senior) Class, by requiring each of them to rate every cadet in his company 
twice each year in certain fundamental qualities of character and a:y.earance. 
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These ratings ‘were senolved by a mathematical formula and incorporated into the 
cadets! general standing for the year. 

Beneficial results were inmediate. - Cadets began to see that. officers were 
not hereditary enemies.. On the other hand, officers began to take more interest 
in their cadets. They arranged for s necial coaching for. those deficient in 
studies, and a commnity of interest develoved which resulted in the cadets ask 
ing for and receiving advice and help on private, nersonal and official matters. 
This was accomplished without lowering the standard of discivline in the least. 
It is certain that the relationshin between commander and commanded is now much 
petter understood at West Point than formerly. 

This case illustrates a fundamental acti of human nature, and the 
power of example rightly employed. 

Case III. Some years ago a young married second lieutenant was ordered on 
foreign service. . On account of a sick child who was unable to travel, he ap- 
plied for and obtained from The Adjutant General one month's delay in sailing. 
Upon arrival at his new station he was severely reprimanded by his colonel for 
the delay in reporting. He was further told in no uncertain terms that his 
future actions would be guided strictly by "the law." The colonel emphasized 
the nature of that law by pounding on a copy of Army Regulations. The child 
died later from the effects of the trip. 

Tiough the colonel later anologized, no amends that he could ever make 
could remove that subordinate's sense of resentment and injustice, shared in 
commen with all junior officers of the regiment. The colonel had lost their 
loyalty and resvect.. Apoarently, however, he learned nothing from the incident, 
for as long as he commanded.the regiment his methods were those of a martinet. 


Officers were being put in arrest and trials of officers and men were frequent. 


Outwardly, the regiment had every anpearance of being an excellent organization; 
within, loyalty, esprit de corps, and morale were very. low. 

This case illustrates lack of understanding and symnathy on the vart of the 
superior. It exemplifies also rule by fear. While the »ower to wunish is a 
necessary attribute of command, it should be resorted to only when necessary. 

In some cases wunishment should and mst be given. Too often, however, the rule 
by fear is applied by ell ranks .in.our Service. Enlisted men are too often 
tried by their company commanders because it is the easiest and quickest way to 
disxose of the cases. If.a case contains any unjust or unfair elements, irrepa- 
rable harm to morale. is certain to result. Higher.commanders sometimes central- 
ize punishment, by volicy, so that an enlisted man is tried irresnective of the 
rape of his conmmany. commander. If the superior. is.of the martinet type, such 
a volicy is harmful. a 

In any well discivlined or, canization, the. sunerior must uvhold the authori- 
ty of the junior... The superior, however, has an equal duty in seeing that the 
subordinate does not act unjustly. 

Case I¥. ‘Incident to border troutle, ‘ certain infantry regiment was or- 
dered to Texas some fifteen years ago. Prior to a practice march, a company . 
commander of that regiment, just assigned, gave. his company _svecific orders 
against drinking water from unauthorized sources. He explained that much of 
the water in the country ‘as unsafe to drink. As the company had many. recruits, 
he made the necessity for the order clear. In the course of the long march, the 
company halted, hot and tired, near a stream. Immediately on breaking ranks, 
one of the outstanding sergeants in the comany, aman of long service, was seen 
drinking from the brook. . In the . presence of the assembled company, the caotain 
quietly and without resentment cut away. the sergeant's chevrons and assigned him 
to a squad as a private. Upon return of the comoany to the vost, the regimental 
commander confirmed in orders » the reduction of the sergeant to the grade of. 
private, 

This case illustrates. a . fundamental . principle of command - an order once 
given mst be strictly enforced. The sergeant's usefulness. as a leader was de- 
stroyed by his owm.action. Since he himself did not obey, how could he expect 
obedience from others? Had this offense ‘been left umunished, the. discinline 


. -in that company would have been nil. ‘The fact. that the punishment - immediately 
followed the delinquency. is an important point .to note. This case also illus- 
. trates a very human trait .of soldiers, which is to try out a new commander. 


Case Vv. A new. tactical efricer was ass igned to and. joined a cadet comany 
at West Point on the day that it -comleted a.week's »oractice march in inclement 


_ Weather. At Saturday inspection ‘the following day, many rifles were found dirty 


and rusty.. The tactical: officer immediately ordered a svecial inspection in one 





hour's time for those cadets whose ecuinment was not in satisfactory condition, 
Some rifles were again found to be unsatisfactory. Two supplementary insect’: 
tions were held during the day for those cadets who had failed to come wu to 
the required standard of the »revious inspection. The few who had unsatisfacto. 
ry rifles or equipment at the fourth ins»ection were at once awarded five de- 
merits and ten confinements* or ywnishment tours. In addition thereto, they 
were confined to barracks until such time as their cadet captains had passed 

_ their equipment as satisfactory. On subsequent Saturday inspections, aporo>ri- 
ate punishment was invariably awarded without any second onnortunity to make 
good. Needless to say that particular tactical officer had no further trouble 
with the care of equipment. 

This case is selected as illustrating two points. 

First of all, class wunishment should not be employed where individuals 
are at fault. While the entire company was generally unsatisfactory, there 
were individuals who did have excellent equipment at the first inspection. It 
would have been basically unsound to hold them further because others had fail- 
ed to come up to the required standard. The course adopted put a »remium on 
good work, but was absolutely inflexible as to poor work. 

Secondly, sincerity of purpose will always produce results. The easiest 
way to have handled this situation would have been to punish all delinquencies 
at the first inspection. However, this would not have changed the condition 
of equipment for that particular Saturday. Moreover, such a course might Have 
been unfair to certain individuals on account of the short time available to 
prepare. The tactical officer wished to stress cleanliness of equinment rather 
than punishment. The series of inspections took all day, and sacrificed the 
leisure of all concerned, It impressed the fact that the equipment must be 
in a satisfactory condition. It gave the necessary time and opportunity, and 
only those cadets who were not playing the game received yunishment in the end, 

The action was designed as an object lesson, that no matter how disagree- 
able the task, poor performance would not be tolgyated. This principle is sus- 
ceptibke of extensive application in ordinary every day military life. It is 
based on firmess rather than unnecessary harshness. Certain methods by one 
type of leader will not secure the same results when applied by another. ‘he 
principle therefor is fixed, but the method of anplication often varies. 

Case VI. A general officer was once visiting a large ost. Part of the 
troops were out in a model camp erected to help with the instruction of 
students. Accompanied by the post commander, the colonel of the regiment, and 
other officers, the general made an insnection of. the camp. The party came 
finally to the camp latrine, in the construction of which a certain corporal 
had displayed great interest, energy, and initiative. The Corvoral was present 
at the inspection, full of pride in the consciousness of work well done. The 
general turned to the »ost commander and comlimented him highly on the instal- 
lations, saying that it was the best field eonstruction that he had ever seen. 
The corporal who had done the work, sto:d by unnoticed by the general as the 
party passed on, but the wise ocst commander himself complimented the .orporal 
as he left. 

Passing later to the »icket line, everything was found in excellent condi- 
tion. Somewhat perfunctory comments were made by the general until he spied a 
man nearby grooming a horse. He stopped and gave a long dissertation in the 
hearing of the men on the general unsatisfactory methods of grooming animals, 
not only in all branches of our Service, but in that organization in particular, 
and called attention to that man as an example. ‘The man was so humiliated by 
the gibes of the other men, and by the fact that he had brought adverse criti- 
Cism on the company that he later attempted to desert the Service. 

This case should hold some valuable lessons for the observant officer. 
First, men always res»nond to interest in themselves and their work, It vould 
have cost the general nothing to have asked the cornoral a few questions about 
himself, and to add a quiet word of commendation. 

Another striking point is the readiness of the post commander to give due 
credit to the man actually responsible. Selfishness is a rock upon which so 
many promising military careers are wrecked. 

Humiliation of a junior can never be condoned. It is probable that the in- 
cident about grooming the horse ssed from the general's mind within the fol- 
lowing five mimites. He simply” ook that means to drive home a lesson. Yet he 
unwittingly humiliated one man who probably will never forgive or forget, and 
lowered the morale of an entire organization. 
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To gumnarize, two authorities analyze and evaluate alike the inherent 
qualities which they consider essential to leadership. Too often, discussion . 
on. these points obscure the essence of what leadership should accomplish. ‘The 
purpose. of leadership is to secure the whole-hearted »hysical and moral coover- 
ation. When such cooperation is svontaneous and free, and not until then, has 
true leadership been established. __. 

Without attempting to state sve cifically all the »rincivles of leadershin, 
it may be said that they are the basis for all that a commander does to secure 
for himself the sincere, loyal, and voluntary cooperation. 

In the analysis of cases lies the. key to the vractical an zlication of 
troop psychology. Any officer of exnerience: can state many examoles, both good 
and bad, from his own observation. ‘The inexperienced officer, however, can 


"only observe and benefit from the methods of others. 


Granted . that instruction in troos: -ysychology is necessary, the next con- 
sideration is to determine the. best method of laying foundation. The applica-~ 
tory method, suylemented by study and lectures, is preferable to all others. 
Oa ; ---000-~~ 


-MEMORIAL . TO ech ad AIRMAN STARTED BY JAPANESE SCHOOL BOY . 


The late Lieut. Allien Y. Caldwell, of the 95th nisinat: itll of 
Rockwell Field, will have a »ermanent memorial erected to his <n through 
the hero worship of a Jananese school boy. 

Lieut. Caldwell was killed lest October while. -yLloting. a ibeddt -ylane 
and.accomoanying Lieut. Irvin A. Woodring in the transnortation of the Ja»anese 
ratification of the London Naval Treaty from Vencouver, B.C., to New York City. 

Little Shi geyosni Fukushima, a “wil in the. public schools in the land of 
Cherry Blossoms, came to school with 70 sen.- 55 cents ~ clutched in-his hand. 
Giving it to: his teacher, he insisted that.it. go: toward. a memorial for Lieut. : 
Caldwell. The contribution was sent to the Jananese Aubassador -in Washington, 
who, in turn delivered the 35 cents to the. American Secretary of State. A con. 
ference was held with -the Secretary of War, and it was then announced that a 
bronze wreath vould ‘be -yarchased with the 35 cents and any other emeE ERR Sone 


“which may be sent in. 


The wreath will be placed | on Lieut. Galdwell's grave at. the Presiéio ‘of 

San Francisco with ayronriate .ceremonies, and thus the vision of little * 
Shigeyoshi will. be realized. : . 
_ -==000--— 


-PURSUITERS SEARCH FOR A LOST FISHERMAN ON FROZEN LAKE 


cy renort was. just received from Selfridg ge Field of a search conducted’ by © 


_ two . “ilots of the 94th Pursuit Squadron . far a fisherman who we etd sess 4 vanish- 
‘ed and has not since been heard from. The Commander of: the 9 4th, Lieut. Harry 


A. Johnson, and Lieut. Bdward H. Underhill landed their P-1!'s on the ice of. 


.. bake St. Clair and changed. their lancing gears. from: wheels to skiis in vrevara~ 
tion for a trip uo into. the northern part: of: Lake Michigan. Their mission was to 


to search for the fisherman who became lost two days previously on a broken ice 
flow. The fisherman, George Kruskie. by name, had been. fishing through the ice 
for several days. Asparently he became so engrossed in. his work that he did 
not notice that the ice was breal ting up. The -blizzard waich wes raging at the- 
time blew the ice flow far from shore and beyond the aid of fellow fishernen. 
The aid of Selfridge pilots was solicited, and Lieuts. Johnson and 

Underhill accerted the job. - They landed at Petoskey, Michigan, where they ob- 
tained some packages of food, and then started on the long search over the ice, 
and the open water.of lake .Michigen. .Their search. carried them far up into the 


_Tegion of the Straits of Mackinac. and. among. the scattered islands there. . The © 


only clue found was a broken window in. the. lighthouse at White House Shoals, 


Which might have indicated that some person had broken the window in an effort 


to énter the lighthouse. The ice in. the. region of the light was too rough for 
the planes to land, but the vilots revorted the news to Cross ae and from 
there a rescue. party was sent out with. dog teams. - 

The Selfridge flyers searched for two days, but no further Sitommatini was 
obtained, and they returned to. Selfridge Field. A few days later word. was re- 
ceivéd from ‘the party that had started on with the dog teams: that..Kruskie had 


not. been, found at the lighthouse and that further attempts at rescue seemed 
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futile. 

Often the pilots at. Selfridge Field are called uvon to lend their aid in 
searching for people who become lost on the Lakes, and never have the pilots 
ties to respond. 

-~-000--— 


CONNECTICUT NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN FLY £0 MIAMI 


Members: of the 43rd Division Aviation, Connecticut National Guard, recent- 
ly spent two weeks on the road, flying south as far down as Miami, Fla., where 
they attended the Air Races held there. The flight was composed of Major Hubert 
E. Johnson, CapvtainsH.W, Generous, H.H. Mills, Lieut. Harold T. Nadeau, Staff 
Sergeants H.H. Homan and Paul §. Merrill. Lieut. R.M. Webster, Air Corps 
(D.0.L.) accompanied the flight as one of the pilots. 

Four of the new 0-38 Douglas Observation planes were used on the trip,and 
the start was made from Hartford in clear, bright weather, early Saturday 
morning, January 3rd. 4 

After a brief stop at Middletown, Pa., the flight deyarted shortly after 
noon and made Cleveland before dark, stopping overnight with the Ohio National 
Guard Air Service. . Early the following morning the Connecticut flyers depart- 
ed for Indianapolis, Indiana, where they had a very pleasant visit with Major 
Taylor of the Indiana Squadron. They left Indianapolis soon after noon and 
made Louisville, Ky. by dark. 

; Unsuitable flying weather »revailed throughout that section of the country 
for three consecutive days, so there was nothing left for the flyers to do but 
rest. On Thursday morning the weather cleared sufficiently to enable them to 
hop off to Murfeesboro, Tenn. Poor weather the following morning delayed the 
flight at Murfeesboro until after lunch, but they were then able to make 
Atlanta, Ga., that evening. Original plans called for a visit to Birmingham, 
Ala. , but the inclement weather caused a change in the plans, and Atlanta was 
picked because of the clearing conditions in that direction. 

On Saturday morning the flight left Atlanta for Jacksonville, Fla., stojping 
there for lunch and gas. From Jacksonville it was an easy flight down the coast 
to Miami, which place was reached late Saturday afternoon. The flight remained 
in Miami Sunday and Monday, and on Tuesday morning devarted for St.Petersburg, | 
Fla., where they were met by Ex-Governor John H. Trumbull, whe was svending a_* 
part of the winter at that place. Incidental to the trip, the flight flew 
over the funeral of two men'who were killed at the Miami Air Races. 

Tuesday morning, bright and early, the flight left St. Petersburg and made 
Jacksonville, where a stop was made for-lunch and. gas. From Jacksonville the 
"hop" was made to Charleston, $.C., and a sto» made at the Naval Air Station 
at that city, the flight being very cordially received by the Commanding Officer.. 
On the same day the: flight proceeded to Fort Bragg, Fayetteville, N.C., and 
remained there overnight. 

Leaving Fort Bragg on Friday morning, January 16th, and heading for Washing. 
ton, the flyers stoned at the Cavital City for — and gas, and then continued 
on to Hartford, where they arrived at about 4:30 p 

The trip was without incident of any sort, as ‘oomasine but the weather 
functioned with tho grcatest precision. The only accident sustained aunt the 
entire trip Was -the yuncturing of one tail skid tire. 

---000--— 


A STRENUOUS FLIGHT. FOR LIEUT. ‘BARNETT 


‘Lieut. Lloyd. Barnett, Air Corps, left his station, Marshall Field, Fort 
Riley, Kansas, on February Sth, piloting an 0-254, with the Fairfield, Ohio, Air 
Depot aa his destination. - "Barney" tells an interesting story about rain and 
fog forcing him down almost to the tree tops. ‘Then, to make matters worse,after 
getting almost to St. Louis, the rain had made the goggle elastic stretch so 
that his goggles blew off. Barney says he seriously considered the Missouri 
River as a possible landing place. However, he turned back and landed at — 
Jefferson City, Mo., to wait for another pair of gogg sles by mail. 

Lieut. Barnett invites anyone who thinks flying in rain and fog without 
goggles is a pleasure trip to try it. 
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NEW TRANSPORT AIRPLANE RECEIVED AT: SELFRIDGE FIELD - 


The long awaited Ford C-4A Transvort, equiryred with three "Waso". motors, 
ring cowls, wheel vants and a shiny coat of aluminum aint, arrived at 
Selfridfe Field, Mich., on February llth, and was:assigned to the 57th Service 
Squadron as the star member of its ranidly increasing trans ,ort grow, 

If the C-4A had listened to tales of the easy Army life and exnected a 
peaceful, lazy existence with short hons, fair weather, and -lenty of rest, 


it~ the avakening must have been rude. It was made to realize almost immediately 
e 6*8 that it would have to keen pace. with the high pressure schedule of the rest of 
ert § the 57th Service Squadron, 


In its first.week at Selfridge Field, the.Transvort was in the air 19 
hours and 20 minutes, and was subjected to every type of flying available to a 
: Transport. Its most notable flight was a night trip to Washington, D.C., vilot- 
a & ed by 1st Lieut... John S. Griffith, as an escort to the 17th Pursuit Squadron. 
: On the return trip, Lieut. Griffith encountered rain and fog and made a-night 
forced landing at Vickery, Ohio. ar as 
The (-4A has taken it all like a true soldier and has shown temperament on 
only one occasion, a cold. Saturday morning when it. firmly refused to start. 
Coaxing, threats, kindness and violence all failed to move it. It doubtless 
knew that the Post Commander and Post Adjutant were waiting to fly it to 
Dayton, and »icked that aus»ricious time to embarrass the Engineer Officer, 
thus demonstrating, that there is a limit to any airvlane's good nature. 
oon ---000--- 


MICHIGAN LEGISLATORS ENJOY AIRPLANE FLIGHT 


_ Members of Michigan State Legislature enjoyed a flight over the air fields 

of southern Michigan, February 24th. -In all, 65 members of this law-making 
body were carried. Airnlanes were. secured from -ractically all of the aircraft 
comanies overating.-in and about Detroit, individuals and from Selfridge Field. 

ding The Trams,ort C~9, piloted by Cantain Ott, devarted. for the State Cavital at 


1st 73:00 a.m., February 24th, and assembled with about. ten Trans»xort airnlanes at 
2d Lansing, Michigan, shortly after eight o'clock.. The itinerary of the air tour 
! was as follows: Lansing té Pontiac, circle Selfridge Field, to Detroit Airvort, 


to Wayne County Airpzort,.to Ford Airnort, circle Curtiss-Wright Field to 
Landing. The purnose of this air tour was to show the State Legislature just 
what had been done and what was being done to »romote. aviation in Southern 

le Michigan. 

The time of devarture from each of the stops was scheduled, but no 
schedule was arranged for devarture of the planes in order,-or arrival. The 
er, . result, therefore, as may be imagined, was a free-for-all race, and the »ilots 
had to keep their eyes open, for as the tour »rogressed it grew in numbers. 
The old C-9, nerhans the slowest shin of those »articipating, but hitting on 





ng- all 27 cylinders and revving 1900, managed to hold its own. 
ued Upon arrival at the “ayne County Airoort, a delightful luncheon was served 


by the Women's Aéronantical Association of Detroit, and judging from the 
assault on the table it was greatly enjoyed by all present. Upon arrival at 
e the Ford Plane,.Mr. Mayo, Chief Engineerfor the Ford Comoany, personally con- 
ducted the tour for an ins»ection of the Ford Plant. All airplanes cleared the 
Ford Airzort at 4:00 ».m., and arrived at Lansing one hour later. At Lansing, 
after posing for numerous »hotogranhs and accexting cards from their various | 
passengers, the Selfridge Field »ilots cenarted and returned to Selfridge Field 
at 6:00 ».m., after flying a total of seven hours for the day. 
Only one accident marred this air tour. ‘This occurred when Representative 


ir Brady, of Detroit, walked into the »roveller of Mr. Fisher's (President of the 
Fisher Bodies) three-engined Fokker. Fortunately, Mr. Brady was not seriously 
+ injured, suffering only a slight abrasion of the scalp. 


The old C-9, carrying narachutes for all passengers, and with her rudder 
eof Stars and stripes, was a much sought-after vehicle, although she suffered in 
aonearance when compared with the beauty of the other ships present# 

---000--= 


Lieut. Harold A. Bartron, of Kelly Field, was ayointed Sunoly Officer 
for korg ef Field in addition to his Sther duties. He will ar charge of 


equipoing ir Corss technical tmildings with machinery and other equipment in 
0, te een on for the removal of the two flying schools from March and Brooks 
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CHOOSING & TARGET PISTOL ~ All yrospective purchasers of target 
ly Lieut. J.L. Hitchings, A. C. pistols in the Army may be divided into 
ge three classes: those interested in targe; 
(The third article of this series) shooting for its own sake; those inter- 
‘ested in target shooting with the second. 
ary pursose of perfecting themselves with the service eutomatic, and those in- 
terested in target shooting with the secondary vursxose of lmnting. 

Members of the second and third classes usually merge into the first after 
they have won their first medals. It is said truly, "Once a target shot, always 
a target shot." No matter how interested a man may become in shooting the ser. 
vice automatic (which is not essentially a target weapon), and no matter how 
ardent a nimrod he may become, he will never find in either of these occupations 
a complete substitute for the pleasant excitement of competitive target work wit, 
true target arms. 

Furthermore, target shooting is to all other forms of shooting what a uni- 
versity is to a business college. In the university of target shooting, one 
learns so thoroughly the basic »rinciples that he’can vick wo any hand weanon 
and do creditably with it. For this reason all pistol shooters are advised to 
buy and learn to use at least one good target gun. ‘ 

The basic weayon of the pistol target shooter is the .22 single shot. It 
is to the pistol what the foil is to the sword, And thus all those interested 
in working with handguns are strongly advised to buy and learn to use a .22 
single shot target pistol. 

In common with all others who mursue a hobby, I have decided views on which 
make and model pistol is the best for the purpose. Naturally, I have a 
"favorite" and a "second-best," Some makes I would:not recommend on any condi- 
tion; others, while not among the best, have their low price to recommend them 
to those who must consider this factor. : 

Of course, my personal views concerning relative merits of makes of »vistols 
cannot be aired in the colums of the Air Corps News Letter, but I am always 
willing to discuss the subject in corresnondence, 

Most target shooters seeking a secondary weapon for ranid fire competitions 
or for hunting prefer the revolver to the automatic, for in the hands of a 
skilled shooter the revolver. can easily be made to deliver five aimed shots, 
single action, in ten seconds; and its accuracy far suroasses that of the auto- 
matic. The present favorites are the Colt Officers Model Target, and the S.& 1, 
Military and Police Target, both chambered for the .33 S. and W. svecial cart- 
ridge, with six-inch barrels and Patridge sights; but the trend is toward .22 
revolvers, and both guns are now manufactured in .22 caliber. Both are excel- 
lent guns. Men with large hands usvally prefor the Colt; those with small hands, 
the S. and W. A member of the Royal Mounted Northwestern Police told me that 
his organization preferred the Colt for fast work because of its large hammer, 
The Colt .38 calibre can also be furnished with a 73-inch barrel, which is be- 
lieved preferable for long range shooting, that is, for shooting at ranges over 
50 yards. 

For a knock-down-and-drag-out hunting pistol, excellent revolvers are made 
by both Colt and Smith and Wesson, chambered for the .44 S. & W. cartridge. A 
glance at a reliable ballistic table will show you the advantages of the three 
calibres named. The Smith and Wesson Company give Army officers an excellent 
discount when their arms are obtained direct from the factor:.. Colt guns may be 
most advantageously purchased from Stoeger through a Post Exchange. 

The writer desires to state that he has no financial interest in any of the 

absve mentioned firms; but is offering the advice of one who has tried almost 
_ every kind of hand gun, bought many, and sold many as unsatisfactory 

For a .22 single shot pistol, with which the novice is strongly advised to 
Start out, the N.R.A. requires a 23-pound trigger pull; the U. S. R. A., a 2 
pound pull. Both require barrels not over ten inches, long, and not over ten 
inches distance between sights. , 
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_., A very interesting exveriment was recently conducted at Selfridge Field, 
Mich., with a heating apparatus consisting of a large vlumbers! not to which a 
length of steve pipe was fitted. ‘The apparatus was installed behind the 


radiator, and a piece of tarnaulin then draped over the motor to shelter the 
pot from the wind. ‘a xf 


The pots proved very effective mec nbesning the oil and water at such a 
high temperature that the shins could be started and flow without warming up. 
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UNKNORY' R RESCUER FOUND AFTER WE SLVE YEARS 


REMARKABLE coincidence: came to light recently iniiaitess one of the Ground 
-$chool lectures on "Hombardment Aviation," now-in »rogress in the 7th 
- Bombardment Groun, Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. 

| Mare’ d. R. Pearsén, Jr.,.a wartime member of the Ilth Aero Squadron, favored the 
‘officers of the Group with a short talk: of his. war time exneriences. Mr. 


‘ Pedrson told in detail: of the last bombing raid in which he -rarticivated and 
“@uring which he was shot. down. 


On this last mission, October 4, 1918, Lieut. Pearson was assigned the 
task of closing~the- vee of ‘the formation in a French Breguet Bomber. The forma- 
tion took off and headed for enemy territory, climbing steadily. Shortly be- 
fore reaching its objective, and at dnialtitude of 14,000 feet the »atrol was 
attacked by thirty Pfalz scouts. The Bombers »ushed on to the comletion of 
their: mission, dropped their bombs and headed for home. 

A bullet from one of the Pfalz: scouts hit Lieut. Pearson's engine and 
severed the water line. Shortly thereafter his motor froze, forcing him to 
drop behind his formation and take care of himself. Almost immediately, four 
of: the enemy ships ‘concentrated their efforts on Lieut. Pearson's Breguet and 
things commenced ‘to look mighty bad. Private Newby, Lieut. Pearson's gunner, 
rattled avay with his guns, doing his best to relieve the situation. Suddenly 
the guns in the rear seat were silent - Private’ Newby had stoxped some of the 
Boche bullets! 

Lieut. Pearson was busily engaged in directing the Breguet to earth when, 
without warning, his flier controls were shot away. The situation at this 
time had an ominous outlook outlook. A short lull, and then - the certainty 
which Lieut. Pearson knew could not be avoided ocamrred - an enemy bullet found 
its mark in his left les. Just as surely as he imew he would be shot, he also 
knew hé had nothing more to fear, that as’far as he was concerned the enemy 
bullets would. no longer find his body as a target. His deductions were accu- 
rate, for at this point a lone S»nad came screaming down in a nower dive, in- 
tent uvon aiding his sorely »ressed comrade. One of the enemy scouts fell 
before the withering fire of the Spad's guns. The pilot of the Spad zoomed, 
regained his altitude and again he roared in on the Breguet's adversaries with 
his guns chattering. A second Pfalz was obliterated from the picture under 
the deadly aim of the Sxad »vilot. Without further ado, the two remaining 
attackers turned for home as fast as their shivs could take them. 

Relieved of his enemies, Lieut. Pearson managed to set his Breguet down 
in a small clearing in the Argonne forest. Both Pearson’ and Newby were given 
immediate medical-:aid, and are alive today to tell the story. Lieut. Pearson 
has never flown since the war and does not contemplate doing so in the future. 

At the conclusion of his talk, Mr. Pearson vas engaged in conversation 
with Caotain F. O'D. Hunter, wartime "Ace". and yresont commander of the 95th 
Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field. Ca ztain Funter had missed Mr. Pearson's , 
talk and was so much interested in it that Mr. Pearson obliged by repeating 
it. Mr. Pearson had just arrived at the -oint where he had been hit, when 
Captain Hunter asked the date of this encounter. 

"Qctober 4, 1918," Mr. ‘Pearson revlied. 

In a quiet voice, Captain Eumter said: "Pearscn, I was the »ilot of the 
Spad that shot the two Pfalz's off your tail!" 

ihe general orders of Cantain Hunter were »roduced, and every phase of Mr. 
Pearson's story, as well as Cantain nee enisode, was verified. Needless 
to say, Mr. Pearson was astounded. — 

After twelve and a half years, these two intre>id flyers met. Neither one 
had ever learned the other's identity or what had been his ultimate fate after 
that eventful day. As the sayin;: zoes, after all it's a small world we live 
in. 

---000--— 

Selfriage Field, Mich., was recently honored by a visit from Captains 
Alfredo Paladino and Pedro Castex, of the Argentine’ Army, who are touring this 
country in the interests of the Argentine Air Service. 

During their visit, a demonstration formation was flown for them by the 
First Pursuit Group. After the formation, Cantain Castex, who is an exverienced 
Pilot, was given an omrtunity to fly one of the latest type Pursuit airolanes 


on the field, the P-1¢. After the flight, the Captain exoressed himself as - 
highly aleased with this speedy little ship. 
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RADIO "HOMING" EQUIPMENT 


HE Air Corps has been interested for some time in direction finding 

equipment for aircraft. <A number of different schemes have been investi. 

gated but none as yet completely fulfilled the requirements which it is 
conceived an aircraft direction finder should have. 

The simolest system of direction finding is a coil of wire on the wings, 
or a "wing loop," as it is sometimes called, connected to a receiver, and work. 
ing in conjunction with the steady and constant signal of a transmitting sta- 
tion on the ground. The orientation of the "wing loop," and consequently of. the 
coils, in the direction from which the strongest signals are received, gives 
to the pilot an indication of the bearing of the transmitting station. . 

Ten sets cf equipment of this,kind have been procured for test. Instead 
of using the audible signal in the headphones to obtain direction, small 
shielded meters are provided. One is mounted on the pilot's instrument board 
while the other is included in a box, which also contains means for tuning the 
"wing loop" and the necessary switches for using the standard aircraft receiver, 
type BC-152, with either the "wing loop" or the trailing wire antenna. This 
box, which is mounted near the radio receiver, also contains a volume control 
and switches, which make it possible to use either the meters or phones. 

Used with the BC-152 receiver, any station between 200 and 1200 meters 
(1500 and 250 kilocycles) may be used as a radio beawn. Broadcast stations of 
considerable power are scattered all over the country. These may well be used 
as radio beacons with this device. 

The system of direction finding is not new. It was used during the war 
and has been used to a considerable extent by the Navy. Recently, an enlisted 
pilot and an enlisted radio onerator of the Srd Attack Group made a very suc- 
cessful flight from Fort Crockett to Crissy Field and return, using a system of 
this kind which they had constructed themselves. However, the use of a meter 
for indicating to the nilot the direction of the transmitting station toward 
which he desiree to fly is relatively new. 

An improved systom of this kind, which was developed under the direction 
of Herbert Hoover, Jr., for use by the Western Air Exnress, has recently been 
given preliminary tests by the Air Corps. Its further development will be 
closely followed. 

Two other aircraft direction finders have been under investigation by the 
Air Corps. One. is known as the Eaton Direction Finder and the other is a de~ 
velopment of one of the large commercial companies engaged in the design of 
electrical equiment. 

The Haton Direction Finder, one of which has been »rocured by the Air 
Corps, has considerable -ossibilities. It uses a small loop which rotates in 
the slipstream, and has a compass card, with a needle which orients itself so 
as to point to the transmitting station. The bearing of any radio transmitter 
which can be tuned in on the receiver can thus be quickly determined. Diffi- 
culty in designing suitable mechanical varts free from ayxpreciable friction is 
at nresent holding up this development. 

The other direction finder referred to above is still undergoing test. It 
is a conventional radio direction finder, but due to excellent receiver design 
a very small loop can be used and its total weight and size make its installa- 
tion in aircraft practicable. Its use in long range observation aircraft will 
be particularly desirable. 

The Air Corps is following closely every develowment of this kind,and 
there is every reason to believe a satisfactory direction finder will be 
forthcoming in the near future. 
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- RADIO RECEIVERS AT ROCRWELL FIELD 


4 
**% a 


ith the arrival of the new BCSA+167 radio ‘receivers in the 95th Pursuit 
squadron, Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., ranid »rogress has been made in 
this type of endeavor, and the results obtained have been most gratifying. 

To date the best record made-is 120 miles, using two-way voice. The eouipment 
used consisted of one »f the new type receivers and a BC-133 transmitter in- 
stalled in a Boeing Pel2C airvlane. Fixed antenna is used. Major Carl Svatz 
was in constant two-way communication with the Rockwell Field grounc. station 
until he was over Los Angeles. At this voint, interference from the Los 
Angeles broadcasting stations rendered further contact impossible. 

Several of the new Boeing P-12D airplanes are being installed with this 
new equipment, along with the new motor shielding. At the rate this work is 
developing, great things are expected in the near future, 

san nereven 


RADIO COMMUNICATION AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


Group Conmunications at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., has at last 
begun to function. The new SCR 167 Receiving Sets arrived at that station and - 
two were installed in P-l2C airplanes. The results obtained are very geratify- 
ing, although better results are exyected as soon as the engines are equipved 
with Rome shieldings. One-way tele»shone commnication was carried on for a 
distance of ten miles with very good results. 

The ground station at Selfridge Field is the SCR 1% set, which is answer- 
ing the purwose for the tiie being. By Avril 30th next’ the First Pursuit Group 
expects to have 20 receiving sets installed in the P-12C airplanes, and 5 ’ 
SCR 135 sets in the YC-1-14 Trans ports. — 


RADIO EXPERIMENTS BY 94TH PURSUIT squADROM 


Due to the fact that only a limited number. of new airnlane radio sets 
were available for use in the lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., the 
94th Squadron has ‘been doing considerable work with the old "152" set. Lieuts. 
J.V. Crabb and F.I. Jacobs started the idea of getting all of the ilots in 
the Squadron "onto the ropes" regarding the use of radio. 

The only ships available for this use at the time were P-1's, and every © 
Air Corps officer knows how little svace there is in the cockyit of these 
ships for extra equipment. After several trials, a suitable installation was 
obtained ~ that is, exceoting the antenna, which turned out to be quite a 
problem. ‘The matter was turned over to Lieut. Jacobs and Sergeant 2.T.Veness 
for completion, and what they didn't do in the way of ex»oerimentation just 
couldn't be thought of, that's alls It seemed to the bystanders in the squad- 
ron that every time the shin took off it carried a new kind of antenna. ‘There 
are yet-a‘few remaining kinds to be tried, but Lieut. Jacobs admits that he 
has just about run out of ideas. 

Each pilot in the organization is given an opvortunity to take the ship 
up and ex».eriment as much as he desires, thus giving him practical exnerience 
in the operation of airolane radios. Of course, these old sets are out of 
date now, but when the new sets are installed in the near future, »vilots in 
the 94th Squadron will not be entirely "green" - at least in the matter of 
operating them. 


---000--- 


SEVENTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP PREPARES FOR THE MANEUVERS 


Starting on March 2nd, the Seventh Bombardment Group, Rockwell Field, 
Coronado, Calif., has been busying itself with combined maneuvers and tactical 
problems, and thése activities will be continued until take-off time for ‘the 
Annual Air Corps: Maneuvers. 

A series of problems were evolved by the Grouyn Operations Officer covering 
& variety of situations. The first month will be devoted to patrols, radio 
control »roblems and missions, and offensive maneuvers against 9 theoretical 
attacking fleet and landing force. ‘The first month calls for the llth Bombard- 
ment and the 95th Pursuit Squadrons working in conganction with each other.” — 
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During the monta of April, the 95th will work against the llth in a series of 
Pursuit versus Bombardnent problems, Several situations have been prepared to. 
insure a thorough training in this phase of aerial warfare. 


All preparations and »rojects are carried out as nearly as nossible to dim 


late actual wartime overations. The shins are equipoed with full military 
loads, and the actual maneuvers involve such operations as Pursuit bombing 
Bomber shadows, gunners in the Bombers firing on sleeve targets towed by Pursuit, 
and the firing by Pursvit in formation on zround targets representing Bombers, 


Daily field orders are issued, rhich cause creat activity in the Squadron opers. : 


tions offices in the form of scanning situation maps, keeping war diaries up to 
date, instructing pilots, etc. All in all, a state of war exists at Rockwell 
Field. 


a vee 
SELFRIDGES FIDLD PILOT MAKES A TRICKY LANDING 


To Lieut. Arthur W. Meehan, U.S. Army Air Corps, vilot, and former star of 
the football team of the U.S. Military Academy, goes the credit of saving the 
texpayers the loss of one or the latest ty.e Pursuit planes at Selfridge Field, 
Mich., which cost Uncle Sem approximately $20,000 apiece. 

Recently, while flying in close formation with other members of the First 
Pursuit Group, the wing tip of another vlane came in contact with the tail sur- 
face on Lieut. Meehan's shiv, damaging the controls in such a manner that Lieut; 
Meehan was unable to work his horizontal stabilizer by means of the control 
stick. Showing rare presence of mind, however, Lieut. Meehan stayed with the 
ship and brought it in to a verfect three-yoint landing by the use of his motor 
and his stabilizer adjusting crank, j 

Any experiencea vilot will testify that this is a very hazardous maneuver 
and can be accomplished only by a high degree of skill. 

---000-—= 


PARTICIPATION OF 15TH OBSERVATION SQUADRON IN MANEUVERS 


According to latest information, the 15th Observation Squadron, Scott Field, 
Belleville, Il1., will be combined with the 91st Observation Squadron and de- 
tachments from the 16th Observation Squadron, to form the 103rd Provisional 
Observation Group, during the annual Air Cozps maneuvers in May. 

The 91st Observation Squadron will leave its home station at Crissy Field, 
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., on May 12th, and proceed by way of the 
southern route to arrive at Scott Field on May 15th. The detachments of the 


16th Squadron will nroceed to Scott Field from Langley Field, Va., Fort Fenning,. 


Ga., and Fort Riley, Kansas. ‘The organization of this groun will be completed 
on May 16th, and on the following day the grow) will fly to Wright Field, Ohio, 
via Vandalia, I1l1.; Terre Haute, Indianayolis and Richmond, Ind. 

The 102nd Provisional Observation Squadron Grouo from Kelly Fieli, Texas, 
will arrive at Scott Field on Mey 17th, and proceed with the 103rd Group to 
Wright Field on the 17th. 


~--000-—= 
FAST NIGHT FLIGHT BETWEEN DETROIT AND CAPITAL CITY 


Lieut. John §. Griffith, a member of the First Pursuit Group, Selfridge 
Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., piloting the latest type Ford Cargo plane, left 
his station one day recently at 6:00 ».m., and dropped down into Bolling Field, 
Washington, D.C., just two hours and fifty mimtes later, completing what is 
thought to be the speediest trans»ort plene flight on record between these two 
cities. The airline distance is anvroximately 430 miles, and the speed maintain- 
ed was slightly over 150 miles ner hour. 

This flight was made to demonstrate the feasibility of squadrons of Pursuit 
planes with their accompanying enlisted men moving at night. In this case the 
enlisted men were carried in the Transport plane, above mentioned, and the trip 
required just 14 mimutes longer than the time it was made in by the Squadron of 
high-speed Pursuit planes. 

The Ford Cargo plane, type O-44, is equixned with three 425 h.o. motors, 
having a high speed of 165 miles an hour, and is capable of carrying 14 passen~ 
gers in addition to the pilot, 
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GET TOGETHER DINNER MEFTING OF PROCUREMENT PLANNING PERSONNEL 
By Lieut. James C. Cluck, Air Corps 


The office of the Air Corms Procurement Planning Revresentative, Detroit 
District, and the Reserve officers assigned thereto, s»onsored a most success- 
ful "get-together" dinner meeting on February 16th. ‘The meeting was unusual in 
that those attending represented three elements of our national life, namely, 
industrial anc civic leaders, Reserve officers, and Regular Army officers. 

The yaroose of the meeting was to engeader good will and mtual under- 
standing, and acquaint those attending with the Army aircraft needs in the event 
of war, together with the steps being taken to insure the ranid and smooth >ro- 
duction of materiel required. The meeting was held in the small ballroom of the 
Hotel Statler and, being a semi-military affair, the only decorations used were 
American flags. Places for fifty were occunied, and it is left to the imagina- 
tion of the reader to guess how many biz juicy steaks, etc., were consumed. 

The honor guests were Brigadier-General H.C. Pratt, Chief of the Materiel 
Division of the Air Corps, and Major W.H. Crom, Chief of the Industrial War 
Plans Section, Materiel Division. In addition to these two, an unexpected guest 
in the person of Major-General J.L. DeWitt, Quartermaster General of the Arny, 
honored the meeting with his attendance. 

Several speeches were delivered during the meeting, the most notable ones 
by General Pratt, in which he described the activities of the Materiel. Division, 
and by Major Crom, in which he outlined what the Air Corps would expect of the 
Detroit District in a national emergency. Below are several pertinent varagraphs 
gleaned from the several talks. 

"In the event of another war, the United States Government would turn imme- 
diately to 464 factories in the Detroit District for the manufacture of equipment 
and supolies. Fifty-four of these factories would be asked to turn out at once 
nearly $280,000,000. worth of aircraft and other equipment." 

"There must be no guessing next time, no such inefficiency and bluncers as 
those which marked our belated »re varation for the last war. We must work out 
plans whereby you manufacturers may start »roduction on whatever materiel we 
need with the least possible delay." 

"We know that machines can be substituted for men in war just as effectively 
as in industry. If we do not have the machines, we will have to »ay for this de- 
ficiency in human blood = just as Russia in the World War, lacking guns and 
shells, paid horribly in men." 

One of the most interesting features of the meeting was the round table dis- 
cussion of the several subjects mentioned in the »receding talks. This discus- 
sion was most enlightening, and,due to the whole hearted »articivation of those 
in attendance, it can reasonably be assumed that each carried away a most in- 
delible picture of industrial >revaredness. 

Another interesting high light of the meeting occurred just »rior to ad- 
jourmnent when Mr. Edward §. Evans, President of the Detroit Board of Commerce, 
speaking on behalf of the Detroit mannfacturers, »ledged full cooperation with 
the Government in meeting whatever task an emergency mizht entail. 

In addition to the honor guests, there were in attendance such »rominent 
industrialists as W.K. Angells, President, Continental Motors Corvoration; 
Chester M. Culver, General Manager, Employees' Association of Detroit; Harvey 
Campbell, Vice President and Manager of Detroit Board of Commerce; E.S. Evans, 
President, Detroit Board of Commerce; General Chas. H. Harrah, realtor; Robert 
S. Gans, Vice President, Aircraft Products Corzoration; Hobert Insley, Vice 
President, Continental Aircraft Engine Co.; W.3B. Mayo, Vice President and Gen. 
Manager, Stout Metal Airslane Co.; J.H. Maris, Director of Purchases, Packard 
Motor Car Co.; G. Hall Roosevelt, City Cormtroller; and Alfred V. Verville, 
President, Verville Aircraft Company. 

Most notable of the reserve officers attending the meeting were Col. Walter 
C. Cole, Air Reserve, President, Reserve Officers! Association of the United 
States; Major N.R. Cooper, Spec. Reserve, Mor. Aircraft Bureau, Detroit Board of 
Commerce; lst Lt. T.B. Colby, Mgr. Aviation Division, Berry Bros.; Lt.-Colonel 
Harold H. Emmons, Spec. Reserve, prominent attorney; Cant. James T. Hunt, Svec. 
Reserve, President Highland Chevrolet Co.; Major Chas. Shutz, Art. Reserve, 
Department Commander, American Legion; and Col. W.G. Sheehan, Q.M. Res., Ternstedt 
lifg. Co. Major Chas. M. Steese, Ord. Devt., and Capt. John A. Nelson, Q.M.C., 
Procurement Planning Re»resentatives of their resvective corns, were in attend- 
ance, together with a goodly representation of Reserve officers assigned to their 
offices. Colonel Walter C. Cole, Air Res., senior officer assigned to the office 
of the Air Corps Procurement Planning Revresentative, »resided at the meeting. 
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ATEAPILE 


It has been some time now since the activities of the Cateroillar Club 
were recorded in the columns of the News Letter. Emergency parachute jumps 
of late have been so numerous that it was found impracticable to publish the 
reoorts covering such jumps without taking u» too mich syace. It might be 
added, however, that as a general vrovosition recent revorts on emergency 
parachute jumps do not present any experiences out of the ordinary run which 
had been covered time and again in previous issues of the News Letter. 

These reports have been rather brief in character, containing very little of 
the human interest which characterized the revorts of the, Early Birds cf the 
Caterpillar Club. 

The publication in the News Letter of reverts covering emergency junos 
was for the vurvose of disseminating information to the flying fraternity on 
the experiences, feelings, reactions, etc., of persons confronted with the 
necessity of leaving aircraft during flight and trusting their all to the 
proper functioning of their varachute, the underlying thought being that these 
various experiences may serve as valuable information to those who may at some 
time in the future be also confronted with the necessity of making emergency 
jumps. Nothing is gained in publishing a revort which simply states that, 
after trouble was encountered in the air, the candidate went over the side, 
pulled the ripcord after he was a safe distance Secu the ship and landed safely 
on terra firma. 

At this writing the roster of the Catersillar Club shows 348 names, with 
360 emergency jumps made, 12 being repeaters. It is not cefinitely known how 
many members cf the Club are still in the land of the living. ‘The latest mem- 
ber who has gone to the Great Beyond is John Kytle, Air Mail Pilot, ‘who joined - 
the Caterpillar Club on September 5, 1929, and who lost his life while putting 
a plane through various acrobatics on February 15, 1931. 

With the object in view of ascertaining the correctness of the Caternillar 
Club roster, compiled by the Information Division, Office of the Chief of the 
Air Corps, a list of the candidates who were initiated since January 1, 1930, 
is published below. Readers of the News Letter who happen to know of any ver- 
son or ~ersons who made an emergency paraclute jump,and who are not included 
in this list, will confer a favor upon the Editor, by notifying him of such 
instances, furnishing at the same time as mich detailed information as possible 
relative thereto. . ) 

The growth of the Caterrillar Club may ke noted from the following 
tabulation: 
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Year Number of lives saved Number of Jumps made 
1919 --~----- QB ----- - ee ee 2 
ae ee ee 1 
iggzl------- None - ---------- None 
lint eaten: sti cietrine I andere ic cunssties tla ees he sanaan 2 
1923 - --~---- None - - -----+-+<+-+-=- None 
ae ae ORE ak sep 10 
1926 A - = << ee 13 
1926 ------- 14 ----+-+-+-+-+--- LF 
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1931 to March 10th 10 weer ee ee ee ee 











EN! AEE an ee 360 
ROSTER OF CATERPILLAR CLUB FROM JAN. 1, 1930 
No. Date Name Rani Place of Jum 
el2 Jan. 6 William C. Mills end Lt. A.C. Res. Galveston, Texas. 


213 Jan. 6 Lindsey L. Braxton Staff Sgt.Air Corps Galveston, Texas. 
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214 
215 
216 
217 
3 218 
i 219 
t 220 
221 
222 





223° 


224 
220 
226 
2e7 


228 


F230 
e 231 


we ©) 


233 
234 
235 
236 
237 
238 


2Se 
me 


242 
243 


245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
~ | 260 

F251 

| 252 
Be 283 
254 
ble 
257 
258 
259 
260 
261) 
262 
263 
131 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 
269 
270 
271 
272 
273 
274 
275 








193 


229 


241 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
April 
April 
Avril 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
April 
May 
May 
May 
May ~ 
May . 
May 
May 
May 
May. 
May. 
May 
May. 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 


Way 


May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
July 


Date 


16 


18 


12 


“23 5 


28 
29 
29 

3 


Name 


Georze Law 

G. H. DeBaun 
Almon S. Farrar 
Roy O. Hunt 
~C@lifford March 
Joseph A. Bulger 
Robert Page Deuel 
F.M. Honitins, Jr. 
‘Archie D. Cock 

A. H. DeWitt 
Verne E. Treat 
Stephen R. Shores 
Penny Rogers 
Mildred Kauffman 
Harry Sievers* 
James M. Shutt 

C. Eugene Searle 
H. C. Hartung 
Stevens Lancroft 
Frank I. Spangler - 
‘William F. Dohrman 
Henry Michaels 
Herbert Condie 
Stafford L. Lambert 
Carroll Ward 

W.D. Phillips 
Irvin A. Woodring 
Henry J. Brown 
W. L. Green 

C. A. Devis 

Tony Wasilevich 
Mervyn E. Stokes 
John Koziak 

Jonn Lockwood 

C. H. Pickup 

D. Allen Dittman 
J. 0. Dockery 

A. T. Frolich 

T. T. Chanman 
Tallmadge L. Boyd 
HoustonAlexander 
Homer L. Cowan 
A.H. Billstrom 
kobert G. Chew 
Jonn D. Kreyssler 
A.S. Merrifield 
R. J. DeLacy — 
I. V. Masters 

S. G. Davey 

D. M. Anderson 
Walter E. Krauss 


Sammel J. Samson* -— 


Lloyd Edrmnd Eunt 
Clyde W. Wallace 
Morley F.. Slaght 
Jonn R. Glascock. 
Mary Fahrney 
LaVere Tremblay 
Jack Weis 

Liler C. Sundoroh 
Harold Groves 
Emma Kingsmore 
Walter L. Miles 


- *2nd Degree Member. 


Rank 
Civiliai. 
Lieut. U.S. Nevy 
Staff Sgt. Air Corns 
Civilian 
Air Mail Pilot 
end Lt. Air Corns 
Civilian 
lst Lt. Air Coros 
Pvt. Air Corps 
Air Mail Pilot 
Air Mail Pilot 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Air Mail 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Ensign, U.S. Navy 
Cadet, Air Corps 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Lt. Mo. 
Civilian 
Civilian 
end Lt. Air Corps 
Air Mail Pilot 
Corporal,Air Corps 
Sergeant, Air Corps 
Private, Air Corps 
Private, Air Corps 
Private, Air Corns 
Private, Air Corps 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 


Pilot 


Natl. Guard 


end It. A.C.Reserve 


Staff Set. A.C. 
Private, Air Corps 
Civilian 

Civilian 


‘Cadet, Air Corns 


Cadet, Air Corps 


‘ 2a Lt. Marine Corps 
' Staff Set. " ¥s 


Gunnery Set. ” 


Se a: 


end Lt. Air Cords 
Air Mail Pilot 

Cadet, Air Corps 
Cadet, Air Coros 


' Civilian 


end Lt. Air Coros 
lst’ Lt. Air Corps 
Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 
Civilian | 
Civilian 

Civilian . 
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Place of Jump 


San Juan Pueblo,N.M. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Dodd Field, Texas. 
San Francisco,Calif. 
Flint, Michigan. 
Near Sparta, Mo. 
Dallas, Texas. 
Chase, Md. 

Chase, Md. 

South Bend, Ind. 
Antietam, Md. 
Glendale, Calif. 
Wichita, Kansas. 
Buffalo,’ N.Y. 
Warren, Ohio. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Detroit, Mich. 
Detroit, Mich. 
Pensacola, Fla. 
March Field, Calif. 
San Francisco,Calif. 
San Francisco, Calif. 
St. Louis, Mo. 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Dallas, Texas... 
Dallas, Texas.. 
Mather Field, Calif.’ 
Olanda, Penna. ; 
Fresno, Calif. . 
Fresno, Calif. 
Fresno, Calif. . 
Fresno, Calif. 
Fresno, Calif. 
Fresno, Calif. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Green Bay, Wis. 
Hawaiian Waters, 
Hawaiian Waters 
Hawaiian Waters . 
Houston, Texas. 
Valley Stream, N.Y. 
San Antonio, Texas. 
San Antonio, Texas. 
Chula Vista, Calif. 
Chula Vista, Calif. 
Chula Vista, Calif. 
Chzla Vista, Calif. 
Cene Henry, Va. . 
Bedford, Ohio. 
Texon, Texas. 
Ti»ton, Oklahoma, . 
Tucson, Arizona. 
Kitchener, Canada. 
March Field, Calif. 
Joliet Airvort, Ill. 
Dallas, Texas. 
Cleveland, Onio. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Portland, Oregon. 
Bellingham, Wash. 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 
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Oct. 


_ Nov. 


Dete 
July 7 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
JULY 
Jaly 
July 
Jaly 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 2 
July 
July 
Aug, 3 
dug, 4 

ae 4 
dug. 5 
fuze 5 
kage 10 
dug. ll 
Aug. 16 
dug. 18 
dug. 18 
Aug, 26 
Sent. 3 
Sent. 5 
Sept, 5 
Sept.10 
Sept .24 
Sent.24 
Sept.28 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


Ll 
le 
15 
i5 
15 
15 


Oct. 
Octe 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Nov. § 
Nov. 
Nov, 


oOUnWOAAnr re 


Nov. 
Nove 
Dec, 2 
Dec. 2 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec, 


22 
22 


Nome 
Fred E, Andrick 
C. B. Snith 
Jolin Charleson 
P. V. Fuvell 
Karl G3. Ginaler 
Franc J. Sirovic 
Edvarc H. White 
L. D. Miller 
Garland Feed 
Jimmy Casrigen 
Randy Ensiov 
Ray J. Sclomon 
Warc Wells 
Frederic E. Smith 
T. G, Fisher 
J. W. Meorillis 
Charles H, Kruze 
Albert A. Marty 
Frarcis M. Gilbert 
Apollo Soucek 
C.H.S. Weaver 
John R. Whitson 
Join G Fowler 
Eric Yood 
Leonard G. Roof. 
E.B. Trelis 
Joe C. Goldasby 
Harry 3B. Hllis 
Ira C. Eaker 
W. Edger Teedy 
v.0. Gallery 
T.J. Margqris 
Harvy L. Clark 
Marvin May 
Ted Wells 
Marion G. McCullough 
Harold § .Christenson 
Wallace Franilin 
James #, Parker 
John M. Cross 
Marion J. Sinmson 
Curtis E. Smith,Jr, 
Laurence A. Dencan 
Patrick W. Timberlake 
Harry D. Hale 
W. V. Davis 
Joseph P. Adams 
F. L,. Beker 
F.A.S. Walecron 
Dick Merrill 
John L. Magden 
Robert M. Kraft 
J. Pfingstag 
Gerald Nettleton 
E.H. Undernill 
Llewellyn Ryan 
Arthur R. Kinghan 
Frederick J. Hunston 
John M. Hodgson 
Lloyd J. Schreiber 
Harbert W. Gall 
Gerald Slorf 
William C. Scott 


Rank 


Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 

Major, A.C. Rescrve 
ena Lt. Air Corps 
sgt. Air Corps 

2ad it. Air Corps 
Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 

end Lt. Air Corps 
Lieut. U.S. Navy 
Capt. A.C. Reserve 
Capt. A.C. Reserve 
end Lt. A.C.Reserve 
end Lt. A.C.Reserve 
Licut. U.S. Navy 
Civilian 

Private ,Air Comms 
end Lt. Air Corps 
Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 

Cacet, Air Corps 
Civilian 

Caot. Air Corps 


' Civilian 


Licut. U.S. Navy 
A.P., U.S. Navy 
end Lt. Air Corns 
Private, Air Corps, 
Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 

Civilian 


ist Lt. Air Corps 


lst Lt. A.C. Reserve 
C.A.P., U.S. Navy 
end Lt. A.C. Reserve 
end Lt. A.C. Reserve 
lst Lt. Air Cords 
Lieut. U.S. Navy 
Lieut. U.S. Navy 
Lieut. V.M.C.R. 
Lieut. U.S. Navy 
Civilian 


“Air Mail Pilot 


Cadet, Air Corps 

end Lt. Air Corps 
Lieut. U.S. Navy 

Civilian 

end Lt. Air Corns 
end Lt. Air Corps 


- Cadet. Air Corps 


Civilian 

Cadet, Air Corps 

Seaman, U.S.N.Res. 

Seaman, U.S.N. Res. 

Sergeant,Air Corps 

Lieut. A.C.Reserve 
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Albuquerque, N.M. 
St. Paul, Minn, 


Mineola, N.Y. 


Hallettsville, Texas, 


Hallettsville, Texas, 


Kelly Field, Texas. 


Omaha, Neb. 
Bostwick, Ga. 
Bostwick, Ga. 


Bostwick, Ga. 

Los Angeles, Calif. . 
Los Angeles, Cakif. 
San Antonio, Texas, 
San Diego, Calif. 
Mather Field, Calif, 
Mather Field, Calif, 
Mather Field, Calif, 
Mather Field, Calif, 
Carp Kearney, Calif. 
Buttonwoods, R.I. 
Camp Knox, Ky. 

Camp Knox, Ky. 
Westbury, L.I., N.Y, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


' Glenview, Ill. 


Brooks Field, Texas. 
Valley Stream, N.Y. 
Bolling Field, D.C. 
Youngstown, Ohio. 
Pensacola, Fla. 

San Diego, Oalif. 


Fort Crockett, Texas. 


Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Wichita, Kansas, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Yosilanti, Mich. 
Wright Field, Ohio. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Cape Charles, Va. 
Deatsville, Ala. 
Deatsville, Ala. 





sf 


Place of Jum 


France Field, Panama. | 


Pensacola, Fla. 
Pensacola, Fla. 

San Francisco, Calif. 
San Diego Bay, Calif. 
Calais, France. 
Shelby, N.C. 

Kelly Field, Texas. 
Mather Field, Calif. 
San Diego Bay, Calif. 


Pine Valley Lodge, Cal. 


Selfridge Field,Mich. 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Near Waco, Texas. 


San Francisco Bay, Cal. 


Kelly Field, Texas. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Seattle, Wash, 
Wheeler Field, T.H. 
Wheeler Field, T.H. 
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No. Date . Bane Rank Place of Jump 





1931 —C- 

339 Jane 3° A.W. Dukes Corporal, Air Corps Winkleman, Arizona, 
340 Jan. 8 Walter R. Podraza Staff Sgt. A.C. Encinal, Texas. 

341 Jan. 8 Warren EK. Eiggins end Lt. Air Corps Fncinal, Texas. 

342 Jens ll Albert H. Santa Maria Civilian Philadelphia, Pa. 
343 Feb. 3S Harvey W. Rezan Flying Cadet, A.C, Big Springs, Texas. 
344 Feb. 5 Haywood Hansell, Jr. 2nd Lt. Air Corms Big Sorings, Texas, 
345 Fed. -8 Charles D. Fator end Lt. Air Corps Whitewater, Calif. 
346 Feb. 9 Eddie J. Fries Civilian Near Findlay, Ohio. 
347 Feb. 19 U.H. Jack Atkinson Civilian Van Nuys, Calif. 
348 Feb, 2&7 Rezinald F.C, Vance and Lt. Air Cords Smithfield, N.C. 
349 March 10 Williams Private ,Air Cor s Chanute Field, Ili. 
350 March 10 §. 0. Ross end Lt. Air Cors Chanute Field, 111. 
224 March 15 Verne 3. Treat Abr Mail Pilot Near Ieurel, Md. 


Qn page 112 of this issue it is stated that the roster of the Catervillar 
Club shows 348 names, also that 360 emergency jumps were made. The above list, 
however, shows 350 names and another reveater in the nerson of Verne E, Treat, 
Air Mail Pilot, whose first jump occurred on March 25th of last year. 

It seems that every time the Historian of the Caterpillar Club starts to 
comile an up-to-date roster. of the Club, the usual perversity of fate inter- 
venes, and it just happens that a half dozen or so emergency »arachute jumps 
occur shortly thereafter in ranid succession, thereby removing the title 
"to-date" from said roster. Eetween the time page 112 and page 114 of this 
issue werewritten, three more jumps came.to the notice of the Historian, At 
Chamute iield, Rantoul, I1l., 2nd Lieut. §.0, Ross, a student officer in the 
Armament Devartment of the Air Corns Technical School, and his enlisted passen- 
ger, Private Williams, were obliged to use their »arachutes to save their 
lives. Lieut. Ross! plane was following the leader of a formation - Lieut. 
J.P. Ryan, when their vlanes came together in mating a bank, 

Neither Lieut. Ross nor Private Williams was injured and, although : a wing 
section of Lieut. Ryan's »lane vas broken, he managed to make a safe landing. 

Verne E. Treat became a second degree Caternillar on the night of March 
15th. He was flying about five miles northwest of Laurel, Md., at an altitude 
of 4,000 feet when ico on the wings sent his >lane dom out of control. Treat 
jumped at about 1200 feet. His parachute o»ened immediately and he landed un- 
injured near a farmhouse. ‘ 

And so the score today is.- 350 lives saved and 563 jumos made. 

--~000-—~ 


- OBEYING ORDERS 


The habit of obeying orders is an outstanding characteristic of every true 
military man. Sometimes, however, this admirable trait becomes the source of 
mich grief, as illustrated by the following. 

Once woon a time, not so long ago, as most bed-time stories usually begin, 
the Senior Instructor in Pursuit flying at: the Advanced Flying School at Kelly 
Field, Texas, took un a flight of seven students for instruction. After man- 
euveri:g for some time, he signaled his students to land. On the ground again 
he proceeded to chide them in no uncertain language for not having followed him 
through the maneuvers as they should have done. He made it »vlain that, in 
future, they would simly have to stay with him, no matter what hanvened; that 
he wouldn't put up with anyone holding back or not following him exactly during 
instruction, Crawling back in his ship, he motioned the students to get ready 
for another flight. He had barely climbed a hundred feet when his motor quit 
cold, and he began to signal wildly for the formation to break up as he glided 
down for a forced landing. 

But the students, with the lecture they received still fresh in their 
minds, esnecially his parting shot just befo e@ they took off that he would wash 
them out if they did not follow him, were rh wy resolved to stay with him, and 
he could not get them to break the re ict Thoroughly alarmed, the instruc- 
tor signaled wildly in every conceivable manner for the students to break the 
formation and continued doing so until he was almost on the ground, The stu- 
dents, however, stuck with him wing for wing, 

It is not recorded what the instructor told the students when they 
&ssembled around him again. 
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IDS. on the first iaiseoniios for Scott Field, Belleville, I11., were opened 
for the second time at the office of the Constructing: Quartermaster on 
as March Grd, with the Morley Construction Co., Kansas City, Mo., as low 
This commany-was also.one of the low bidders when the first bids 
‘ were opened in December, being tut $29.00 maighn than the lowest bidder, who, 
later on, refused to accept the contract. - 
The bid of ‘the Morley Company was $104,040, bat with several alternate. 
proposals which were included in the s»xecifications, it is »ossible, by taking 
all the deductions under these »ronosals, to bring the figure to $99,880. ‘The 
‘limit allowed by the authorization act. for this building is $100, 000. 
the other six bidders could bring their figures within the limit allowed for 
The bids were immediately forwarded to Washington with .the 
Trecomnendation that the contract be awarded to the Morley Construction Company, 
If the bid is awarded as recommended, it is expected that actual work vill 
be started within ten days of the receipt of the notice of eward. 
this building has been entirely cleared by the Ninth Airship Company, and it is 
‘expected that excavation work will be siarted very. soon. . 
Commetition for the award of the contract for eight sets of nonconmis Sioned 


bidder. 


the building. 


? jaa “ORK AT SCOTT 


FIELD, Tihs. 


same 


None of 


The site for 


officers quarters at Scott Field was exceationally brisk at the opening of bids 


on March 10th. 


‘While there were only seven bidders the week before for the 
$100,000 barracks building, 23 contractors had 


The maxinmm amount to be ex»ended for these quarters is $125,000. 
In, the final mail waich arrived at the. 20st just as the other 22 bids were 


being opened, there was a bid from ‘Carl Westberg : & Co.,. of Chicago, which ‘was by 7 


far the best received, 
-made it possible to add. several alteriate items to the buildings if the Quarter- 


master General so desires. 


The total figure in this did was $111,919.00, which will 


The Westburg. Company stated they would’ be ready to 


start not later than. 60 days after the award of the contract: and eames oeurhets 
the work in not over 210 days. 


Station 







The foll owing unsatisfactory east. was received, at Headquarters of the 
Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, on February léth: 


Miami Valley Hospital 


A NEW WRINKLE IN A BIRTH ANOUNCHAENT | 


Bola, oe 


Date February 12, 1921 





Organization Detachment, F.A.D. 





all Ohio. 











Air Corps 


Number 


Name 








Equipment 


Type 


Descriyvtion of Trouble, Part No., Name cf Defective 
Part, and’ Recommendation or Remarks. 





Xl Xg 


APPROVED: 


It is believed that the’ characteristics 
complained of above are not uncomion to all 


Child girl 


similar equipment. 


A girl, A. Cc. #X1 Xg, (comolete vith mess kit) was 
received for service test at 9:44 +».m, Feb. 10th, 
1931, by -the Fairfield Air Depot Detachment, located 
at the Miami Valley Hos vital. 

A careful inspection and test disclosed: following 
unsatisfactory features in the article as submitted. 

The fabric of the fuselage:is wrinkled in a number 


“of places and the finish is not standard olive drab. 


The landing gear is of very ht construction and 
it is oéelieved that it would aes. under the stress 
of a hard landing. 

‘The navigation lig hts are both blue and it is con- 
sidered they will tend to “yroduce considerable confu- 
sion and uncertainty to other craft in their vicinity. 

The engine runs ‘smoothly but does not develop sut~ 
ficient oower for carrying the normal load or for 
_proper maneuverabilit 

' Under certain flight conditions, this article 


“emits a high pitched noise which would be detrimental 


to the nerves 


of those exposed to it for any a»ypre- 
ciable time, 


Burton Fr. lewis, 
Cantain, Air Coros, 
Chief Inspector. 


A-L. Sneed, 


Major, Air Corps, Commanding. 
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bids on hand for the new quarters, | 
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CLARK FIELD A DESIRABLE STATION 


pees the inverest and cooperation of General Bolles, additions, alterations, 

and improvements have been mede at Clark Field, Pamoenga, P.I., which have 

greatly increased the contentment of the soldicrs ete at that station. 
Under the present TESILS tic soldiers of Clerk Field enjoy a unioue »rivilege 
for recreation and atiiletic activities which for veriety and convenience is 
unequallea in the Phiiin.ine Dovartment. In fact, the members of many clubs 
and athletic associetions in the Statcs lack the advantages that Clark Field 
offers. The barracks, which house the enlisted men of the Third Pursuit 
Squadron, are literally surrounaed by facilities for recreation and sports. 
A soldier has only to stop out of his front door to engage in any game which 
suits his mood and fancy for the ovarticular moment. 

Immediately in front or the barre crs, housed in its om individual build 
ing, stands thé recently completed bowling alleys, where the crash of fallins 
jins may be heard from noon till ten o'clod: at night. To the right, on an 
unused corner of the Slying vield, is a baseball diamond. Somewhat further 
away, in one of the hangars, a basketball court is available for seasonal lay. 
Qn the lert is a concrete ternis and rolley "yall court. 

Between the bovling ellcys anc tennis court is the latest acquisition - a 
brand new swimming »001, 40 veet wide and 75 foet long, surrounded by a colored 
apron and a white tile guiter. Plans anu svecificetions or the pool at the 
Army and Navy Club in Manila, and of others in the vicinity were considered and’ 
adapted to the neeus of this particular locality. The background and surround- 
ings of the ool are exceedingly -yxicturescue, and the sunlight shining on the 
blue-green water puts the finishing bag 1es to a bea-titul scene. The »ool is 
suyvlied by clear water from the higt n sloves or Mount Pinatubo. It is ucained 
and refilled weckl:7, the waste water zlowing orf to water the fairways of the 
sporty nine-hole golf curse, the first tee cf which flanks the besebdall 
diamond and whose ninth green lies at the door of the day-room where refresh- 
ments of all kincs may be ootained. 

This "Nineteenth Hole" also »rovides usual ons0rtvnities for those not 
inclined to more violent forms of exercise. A wide screened veranda was recent- 
ly completed, where one izay lounge in easy chairs, play cards, billiards, 
listen to the radio or reed the la test periodicals. 

In addition to this, talkics, nrize fights, field svorts and a well sup- 
plied library are all available on the wyser x0st - Fort Stotsenburg. In fact, 
whatever can be devised in iugenmvity and constructed vith available materials 
is »rovided by General Folles and Mejor Jonn B. Brooks, Commanding Officer at 
Clark Field, to maxe this vost an eminently cesirable place at which to serve. 

--~-000---— 
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AND THE "WaR" GO“S MFPRRILY OW 


Not lon: ago the News Letter Corresvondent from the 72nd DSombardment 
Souadron, Ixze iield, T.H., bemoaned the fact that his organization is the 
"OQrshan Annie" of the Air Corps for, instead of being equinped with modern type 
Bombing planes, it functioned at various times as an Observation, Pursuit or 
Attacxs Squadron, depending woon the type of »lanes it was able to beg or borrow 
from tine to tine. 

Wuen this wail reached the ears of the Corresjoncent of the 28th Bombardment 
Seuadron in the Philio-ines, he took ~ains to make it clear that the 7end is not 
the only Bomverument Scuacron nor the first one to be equinned with miscellaneous 
tyne “la nes; further, that “Our Eombardiors have been forced to the indirsnity of 
flyin.: in stray mon,-rel shins wiich we covld bes or vorrow. To a Eombardment 
pilot this means pore the bitterest drecs of the cup of desvxair." 

Now comes the Corresondent of the "Oad Bombardment Squads ron, who goes on 
record thusly: 

"This organization has been honored with a chall enze from the 28th Pombard- 
Ment Squadron, located in the land of "Pin noofs," regarding our claim of being 
the only Bombardment Squadron equiyped with miscellaneous types of »lanes. They 
are setting up the saue ltind of chatter we have hac to listen to on our own 
post most of the time. The 7end leads them and the rest howl that they thought 
of all the ideas first, ovt that the 72nd corried them out before they had a 
Chance, Such are the hardships connectec with being a great organization. 

While we offer our symmathy (to be found on page 733 of any page Desk 
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Dictionary) to tne 28th Bombardment Souadzon, and might 2ven arrange for ‘them 
to have tne use of Chanloin Rinard's new-'Crying Room! ror an indefinite  eriog,, 
we will stick to our claims mace in »revious News Letters. We are deenly 
touched by their sad nlight; in fact, to such an extent that we misht even. send 
one of our best instructors over to hel») them organize a Glider Club and other 
activities to “mile avar their idle hoavs peauing the arrival of some Bombers, 
We remain the best by test." 
~---000=-= 


ANOTH SR "SLAWT" CO WTOODING TAPIA INSIGNIA 


The following communication, dated Varch 9, 1951, was received from Major 
~ecorges Thaneult, Frencu Air Corps, Air Attache on duty at the French Embassy, 
Washinzton, D.C.3. ae 

"Baving read in the issue of February 28, 1931, of the A.C. News Lettér 
the article ‘More dove on SWhooning Indien" Insignia, I tuink the following in- 
formation will interest your. Selfridge Field Corres »ondent. 

I was the coumander of the Lefavette Hscacrille, Imown at its creation as 
the 'Hscadrille Auericaine! and of which Bill Thaw was one, of the first members 
and one who.did as mch us enyoody else for its creation. 

Coucerning the emdlem, I nust say that wo had some long argument in its 
choice. ‘The idea of the Inuian head, hovever, is avsolivtely mine. I remember 
some wanted a buffalo, wt I stucis to the idea of a fierce visage of Indian. I 
asked for sketches “om the mechanics ana one from Lyons, named Suchet, to 
whom we showed as inspiration a gold piece from the Treasury representing such 
a face, drew one which wes judged very J ood and inmediately adopted and put on 
the fuselage." 

-~--0C00=-~ 


SOME "HEAP BIG" HUNTER 
"At least one member of the 2nd Scuadron will leave the Islands secure in 
the knowledge that he hos left the imprint of his name and greatness as a hunter 
in the minds of the netives of the mountains of Iwzon," says the News Letter 
Corresnondent from Nichols Fiela, Rizel, P.I. Es then goes on to say: 

"Taking advantage of the Christuas res»>ite from shooting soarks hither and 
yon arounc the Islands from ylane' to plane, gvound to lane and reverse, our 
Captain Charles Douglas, Post and Crows Communications Officer, Trans»ortation 
Officer, Accident Investigation Officer, Meteorological Officer, Signal Officer, 
Assistant Quortermaster Officer, Commandins Officer, 10th Signal Corps Detachment, 
hied himself to the mountain region of Zontoc, home and native heath of the head- 
hunters, in search of the elusive decr, the same animal he had tracked with so 
much success in the biush regions of Texes. ‘he buck was found end, in compli- 
ance with all regulations, General Orders and Memoranda, duly slaughtered. A 
word about the deer - 350 pouads, as tall end as long as a Texas longhorn year- 
ling. Iv it hac been in Teras instead of the Philixoine Islands, there would 
have been some misgivings that an error hal been made at the expense of some 

_Yrancher, tat beinz in the PLilipoines it must have beea a deer. 

Some two or three*vce’zs later, Cor ,orals Earrison and Maser of this organ- 
ization were investigating the save rezion, and won every ston the native 
grceting was iuvariabdly 'Hello, you know Lieutenant Longlas, big mmter?! Peing 
acquainted with Licst. Douglas and their cvriosity aroused, questions were asked 
and the above tale elicited. Upou return of the two Corporals to the 2nd Squad- 
ron, verifiec information was furnished to the »roner avtnorities. Lieut, 
Douglas was. just recently >rouoted to the rank of Captain." 

---000--- 


the many friends of Major Levis H. Brereton will be interested in learning 
of his marriage to Miss Icy V. Larkin, dauchtor of Mr. and Mrs. W.B. Lar'cin, of 
Wichita Fells, Toexes. 

The cerenony was performed. at hich noon, February 2lst, at the Floral 
Heights Methodist Church, Wichita Falls, by Di. O.M. Simoson. Mr. William Neal 
Cartcor or Kansas City, Mo., acted as best man, aud the ushers wore Cantain Neal 


> 
Creishton, Liouts. G.E. Shankle, 6.8. Rice, C.K. Moore and W.C. Bryant, A.C.,and 
E. Seibert, F.4., The officers of the f8ihn Ovservation Squadron formed an arch 
of sabres under which tue bride and sroom Jeft the church. 
ahe ceremony was folloved by a recestion at the home of Mr. ana Mrs. Jules 
Constantine, after waich Major ané iirs. Brereton devarted for Mexico City where 
they will spend their honeymoon. ; 
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WAR DEPARTMINT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station; Lieut.-Col. Jacob %.S. Wuest, Chanute Field, I11., to 
Rerlin, Germany, for auty as Assistaut Military Attache for Air. 

Major Clinton W. Russell, Naval War College, Nevosort, R.I., to Washington, 
D.C., for duty with liar Department General Staf?. 

Major George E.A. Reinburg, Assistant liilitary Attache for Air, Berlin, 
Germany, to Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. 

_ , Lieut.-Colonel James A. Mars, Panama Canal Dept., to Chanute Field, Ill. 
Major Eugene A. Lohman, Dodd Field, Texas, to Panama Canal Devartment. 
Major Martin F. Scanlon, Assistant Nilitary Attache for Air, London, Ing., 

to Walter Reed General Hos:ital, Washington, D.C. 

Majors Follett Bradley and Shevler W. FitzGerald, Air Corns Tactical School, 
Iangley Field, Va., and Major E.B. Lyon, France Field, Panama, to duty as 
students Army War College, Washington, D.C., for 1951-32 course. 

Captain James A. Healy, Panama Canal Dent., to Duncan Field, Texas. 

Cantain Eugene B, Bayley, Bolling Field, D.C., to Los Angeles, Calif., as 
Instructor 40th Division Aviation, Celifornia National Guard. 

Captain Edmund P. Gaines, Air Corns Reoresentative at Curtiss Aeroplane and 
Motor Coe, Buffalo, N.Y., to Philispines, sailing from New York about May Sth. 

Captain Carl F. Greene, Wright Field, to Hawaiian Dent.,:- sailing from 
New York about May 26th. 

Cantain Robert G. Breene, Langley Field, Va., to Pariwater, Wash., as 
Instructor of 4lst Division Aviation, Washington National Guard. 

lst Lieut. Sheldon B. Edvards, Havaiian Dent., to March Field, Calif. 

lst Lieut. Lawrence A. Lawson, March Field, to Langley Field, Va. 

lst Lieut. Wm. J. McKiernan, Jr., Aiv Corss Tactieal School, Langley Field, 
Ya., to Newark, N.J., as Instructor 44th Division Aviation, New Jersey N.G. 

end Lieuts. Frederick A. Pillet and John C. Berry, Dodd Field, Texas, to 
Air Corns Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas. 

end Lt. Frank J. Coleman, Selfridge Field, to Hawaii, sailing June 2drd. 

end Lt. Wm. T. Colman, Langley Field, to San Francisco for duty with 9th 
Coast Artillery District. 

end It. Chas. A. Bassett, March Field, to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

end Lt. Irvin A. Woodring, Rockvell Field, Calif., to Wright Field, 0. 

Reserve Officers to extended active duty to Jume 30, 1951; To Scott Field, 
Ill.: 2nd Lt. Sheldon B. Yoder, Almont, Mich., from May 17th;-To Crissy Field, 
Calif.; end Lt. Arthur K. Morrison, San Francisco, from March 9th; Byron S. 
Cooper, Minot, N.D., from April 16th; - to Fort Siil, Okla., 2nd Lt. Desmond 
Murphy, Chesterton, In&.3; -To Mitchel Field, N.¥.: 2nd Lt. Edmund L. Burke, 

Hem stead, N.Y. from May 2nd; 2nd Lt. Rolend H. Ranney, Jackson, Miss., Gages 1, 
193% to Feb. 5, 1932); To Maxwell Field, Ala., 2nd Lt. Charles M. Gravatt, 
Asheville, N.C., from April SOth.. 

Relieved from Detail to the Air Corns: 2nd Lieutenants - Thomas F. Wall, 
to 16th Infantry, Fort Wadsworth, N.Y.; Russell G. Emery to 38th Infantry, Fort 
Douglas, Utah; Alva R. Fitch to 16th Field Artillery, Fort Bragg, N.C.; Allan D. 
MacLean to llth Infantry, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Ind. 

Promotions: To Lieut.-Colonel: Major Barton XK. Yount, rank from Feb. 28th. 
To Major: Captain Ernest Clark, from Merch lst. To Cantain: lst Lieuts. Sam L. 
Ellis, George L. Iundberg, February 16th; Eugene L. Eubank, Feb. 18th; Lawrence 
A. Lawson, Feb. 22nd; Bayard Johnson, Feb. 28th; Frank M. Paul, Samuel M. 
Connell, Charles B. DeShields, John 2. Uoston, Reuben C. Moffat, Russell M. 
Greenslade, Paul L. Williams, from March lst; Clarence P. Kane from March 4th; 
Harry Weddington from March 6th; to lst Lieut.;: 2nd Lieut. Earl W. Barnes, from 
March lst. 














—, 


The Third Pursuit Squadron, Clark Field, P.I., varticinated in the annual 
maneuvers cf the Phili‘yoine Division ‘hich were conducted in the Lingayen Gulf 
area from January 5th to 17th, performing ee one to three missions daily dur- 
ng that neriod. Missioss incluced sxecial srotection flights, s ecial recon- 
Naissances, gas attacks and tho laying of smoke screens. The gas attacks were 
Simulated by the substitution, in the tanks, of oil of wintergreen and weter 
Which was sprayed uynon the troops by airmlanes flying in echelon along the wind- 
ward side, In all cases the scent of the wintergreen was decidedly noticeable to 
all classes of ground troonvs, which were attacked under a great variety of cir- 
cumstances and formations. The tanks functioned quite satisfactorily on all 
smoke and gas missions, and the training proved of considerable value to the 
Organization. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS : 
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Rockwell Field, Coronado,Calif., March 4th: 
ps betlhan 2 : de | Se 





Forty-eight Flying Cadets, comprising the graduating class at the Primary 
Flying School at March Field, landed at Rockwell Field,Feb. 17th on a cross- 
country training mission. The students handled their ships in great fashion, 
reflecting credit on their instructors and the Primary Flying School. Q 

A nine-ship flight of the 95th’ Pursuit Squadron flew to March Field on Feb, [| 
20th, for the purpose of attending the graduation exercises of the February p 
Class of Flying Cadets. 

The flight consisted of Lieuts. S.R. Brentnall, E.F. Kiessig, T.W. Scott, 
W.C. Morse, V.W. Vaughan, W.M. Campbell, A.F. Solter, Lake Moore and P.B. Balfour, | 

The University Club Souash Team of San 1 Francisco journeyed south on the 4 
2lst of Feb. to engage the Rockwell Field aggregation in this ancient and noble 
pastime. j 

Six matches were played each match to be the best three out of five games, 
After the dust of battle had cleared, it was discovered that the Rockwellites 
had made a clean sweep of the series - not having lost a single game. 

Maj. Carl Spatz and lieuts. D.D. Graves, I.A.Woodring, C.H. Murray, C.B. ; 
Stone, and S.R. Brentnall carried the attack for the Army. It is our earnest : 








desire that a return match may be secured in the near future. 

lst Lieut. Richard K. LeBrou, A.C., accompanied by 2nd Lieuts. Carl H. 
Murray and Tom W. Sectt, ferried three of the new Boeing P-12's to this station 
from the Boeing factory at Seattle during the month. 

Rockwell Air Depot: B.M. Giles, A.C., Chief Engineering Officer of the 
Rockwell. Air Devct attended a meeting of a Board of Officers convened at Mater- Ff 
i¢l Division, Dayton, Chio, for purpose of determining general arrangements and 
types of tuildings required for an Ideal Air Depot. 

During February, 15 planes and 23 engines were received at the Depot for 
overhaul, and 12 planes and 33 engines received completed major overhaul during 
the month. 

A total of 4, 619% man hours were expended in the Engineering Shops of the q 
Depot for the manufacture of Air Corps equipment other than airplanes and 
= 

' The. Depot Supply made and received the following shipments during the month: 





Pounds of incoming freight and express 945, 852 
a " outgoing " " " 415,521 
" "incoming parcel post = 587 
" " outgoing " " 577 
Amount of material shipped by airplane 162 


Repair of roofs on Air Corps Technical buildings at the Depot are now 90 
per cent complete. 

lst Lieut. D.H. Dunion, A.C., apevent at the Depot on March. 2nd, for pur- 
pose of making technical inspection of Air Corps activities. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Feb. 2&th: 





Lieut.-Col. A.W. Robins, our Commanding Officer, returned to the Depot on 
Feb. 19th from a short period of temporary duty at the A.C. Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Ohio, as president of a Board of Officers convened to prepare 
plans for a standard type of Air Corps Depot. 

Capt. Warner B. Gates, Adjutant, and lst Lieut. C.E. Thomas,dr., Depot Sup- 
‘ply Officer, of this Depot, returned on Fed. 24th from a cross-country trip to 
Washington where they conferred with the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps 
regarding the projected new engineering shop construction at this Depot. The 
journey there was made by the southern route, and the return by the northern 
route. It was reported that a considerable amount of disagreeable weather was 
encountered on the trip. 

lst Lieut. Incas V. Beau, Jr., A.C. Instructor with the Colorado National 
Guard, Denver, was a visitor at this Depot on Feb. 19th, bringing in an 0-2H 
plane for overhaul. 

lst Licut. Ralph A. Snavely, of Rockwell Field, Calif. , Higives the Depot 
on cross-country Feb. 2cOth, in an 0-2M 
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Maj. John P. Beeson, N.C., and Capt. Wm.B. Wright,Jr., A.C., on duty with 
the Organized Reserves at Richards Field, Kansas City, Mo., while on a visit to 
Brooks Field, paid an informal call at this Depot on Fed. 26th. 

lst Lieut. RH. Cooper, &.C., of Hensley Field, Dallas, Texas, was a visitor 
at the Depot on cross-country Feb. 25th and 26th, spending the night as the guest 
of Lieut. E.V. Harbeck,Jr. at the. Depot. ‘ 


Fairfield, Ohio, Air Depot, Feb. 28th: 





. Capt. Edward Laughlin departed Feb, 2lst, ferrying a P-1leC airplane to 
Selfridge Field. 

Capt. Hugh A. Bivins and Lieut. Frederick M. Hopkins,Jr., proceeded by rail 
on Feb. 14th to Marshall Field,Ft.Riley, Kans., and returned Feb. 20th ferrying 
two O-25A airplanes for major overhaul at this Station. 

Lieut. Melvin B. Asp returned from a leave of edsence in Florida. 

Lieut. ane V. McPike and Mrs. McPike made a short flight Feb. 22d in 
an 0-25 airplane. 

Lieut. John A. Austin proceeded to Richards Field on Feb. 15th, ferrying 
a welder to make necessary repairs to an O2-H airplane at that station. 

Pvt. Lowis L. Baker, Air Corps Detachment, C. & G.S.S.,Ft.Leavenworth, 
Kans., reported here for temporary duty on Feb. 13th to receive about a month's 
instruction in parachute overhaul. 

The Engineering Department accomplished the following general work during 
February?’ 

Airplanes: Major overhauls - 8 PT-1, 1 A-3, 3 0-19, 1 XA-4, 1 O2-H, 1 P-l2c, 
-1C, 2 PT-3, 1 IB-9, 2 BY-1l, total 21. Minor overhaul - 4 O2-H, 2 0-254, 
-12C, total, 9. 

Engines: Major overhaul - 12 R-1340, 14 SR-1340, 4 R-790, 2 R-975, 14 
v-720, 7 V-1150, 2 V-1570, 1 GV-1570, 2 G1V-1570, total, 58. Minor overhaul - 

1 V-1150, 5 R-790, 13 R-975, 2 V-1570, 2 G-1150, 4 R-1340, 12 V-1650, 4 V-720, 
1 V-1460, total, 44,. - 

The Engineering Department “aan handled 211 parachites and the resleeving 
of several D-12 cylinder banks and, in addition, a large production of airplanes 
and motor spares necessary for the service at large. 

Among those veel tang. this Post during the past two weeks, the following 
were noted: 

Maje-Gen. J.L. DeWitt, the Quartermaster General (informal visit); Maj. 
Frmk M. Kennedy of the Office, Chief of the Air Corps (official call) Feb.26th; 
Capt. Voss, Chanute Field, Feb.18th en route on cross-country to Rogers Field: 
Lieuts. Sirmier, Schulgen, Wilgus and Sgt. Guile from Scctt Field, Feb. 19th, 
ferrying 0-19B airplanes for major overhauls, returning Feb. 20th with Capt. 
Hayes in a C-7 airplane: Lieut. Burgess, pilot, and Col. Wuest, passenger, from 
Chanute Feb. 20th on a cross-country mission: Lieut. Woodruff Feb. 20th from 
Wright Field en route to France Field on a cross-country mission: Lieut. Stear- 
ley and Reclmagle, Ft.Crockett, Feb. 20th on a cross-country trip: Lieut. Mus- 
toe of Schoen Field, Lieuts. Johnson, Miller and Davis of Selfridge Field, 
Lieuts. Brown and Pngler of Chanute Field, Fed. 21st on cross-country missions: 
Lieuts. Warren, Jacobs and Lindsey, Chanute Field,Feb. 21st, ferrying three A-3 
airplanes for major overhauls: Lieut. Crabb, Selfridge Field, Feb. 23d from 
Knoxville, Tenn., on a cross-country trip to his home station: Capt. Colgan and 
Pvt. Predin of Iunken Airport; Lieuts. Smith and White of Schoen Field; Lieut. 
Sharp ond Pvt. Seaman of Norton Field, and Lieuts. Rivers, Chanute Field on 
Feb. £°th on cross-country missions: Lieuts. Vaupre and Quindry, Feb. 25th, 
ferrying P-6A airplanes from Selfridge Field for major overhauls. 

On Feb. 25th, Maj. Brett and five passengers, Selfridge Field; Lieut. 0'Con- 
nor and six passengers, Langley Field; Lieut. Orr and seven passengers, Mitchel 
Field; and Lieut. Morrison, pilot, and Capt. Nowicki, passenger, Detroit »Mich., 
arrived at this station on cross-country missions, 


1P 
3P 


Fort Sill, Okla., March 3rd: 





Seven planes were sent out from this station on Feb. 5th to search a fan- 
shaped area between here and White River, near Iubbock, Texas, for Cadet Don- 
helly of the Attack Section of Kelly Field, No word has been received from 
Cadet Donnelly since he left this station for El Paso the day before. Cadet 
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Donnelly wired from Roswell, ‘New Mexico, that night that his plane had been 
wrecked south cf there, and that he had walked about thirty-five miles toa 


telephone. ; 
lst Lieut. WeL. Ritchie and 2nd Lieut. C. Stroh, returned from Buffalo, 
N.Y. with tvo new 0-195 airpianes. : 


The Air Corps save a Cauce at the Larton Country Club, Feb. 14th, in honor 
of Maj. L.H. Erereton, Com:andcing Officer, Air Corps Troops, this station, who 
was married ¥eb. 2lst, Before the cance ist Licut. and Mrs. C.E. Shankle ,A.C,, 
geve a dinner at-their home in Lawton for all the bachelor officers and their 
dates. ’ ¢ 

On Feb. isth, all Air Corps officers went out to the Apache Inn in Medicing 
Park, where the bachelor officers entertained with a stag dinner in honor of 
Maj. Brerston. After the dinner, the married couples of the Air Corps were in- 
vited out to dance, a 

Two planes were sent to Oklahoma City on Feb. 24th, piloted by end Lieuts, 
R.I. Dugan and G.-l. Houle to escort Brig.-Gon. Edwin D. Bricker, Ord.Dept., to 
this station. . 

A few cross-country trips the latter part of the month were: 2nd Lieut, 
L.S. Wait and Cant. R.H. O'Neill to Ft. Leavenworth, Kans., on Feb. 27th; and 
Lieut. P.I. Dugan and Maj. 7.E. Harwood, M.C., to henbhie. Tenn., and lst Lieut, 
C.E. Snenkle and .L. Ritchie to El Paso, Texas, on Feb. 27th. 

2nd Lieut. Julian M. Joplin, Air-Res., was ordered to the station for a 
tour of extended active duty effeciive’ Feb. ‘isth. Lieut. Joplin was stationed 
at Fort Riley, Kans., on active duty until } ‘eb. l6th. 
















Marshall i Field, Ft.Piley, Deinin. Feb. 27th: 



















Three Air Corns officers placed among the first four in the academic divi- 
sion of the peneazy Schooi Horse Suow on Feo. 13th. Lieuts. Glenn A. Holland 
placed first, Roy T. Wright, third aad Sam Cheney, fourth. 

Capt. Bivens and Lisvt. Eoptkins from the Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, 
Ohio, arrived at this station Feb. 16th, to ferry two Douglas 0-25A's back to 
the Air Depot. 

Lieut. C.Z. Enjart acquired a few grey hairs flying formation this month, 
when a ship flown by Tuient. Sam Cheyney clippad the rudder of Lieut. Enyart's 
plane; it was net thrown out of control, however, and the latter managed a 

safe landing on the :nain field. 

Feb. end, Lieuts. E.l. Cann and L.e. Wagner traveled by ‘ail to. Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, and ferried -two Donglas 0--25A's to ‘this station. 

Lieuts. Joplin and Krause were relieved from duty with this organization 
on Feb. 16tu. The former is riow on duty with the €8th Observation Squadron 
at Ft.Sill, Okla., and the latter is stationed at Scott Field, Belleville, 
Ill., with the 15th Observation Savadron. 

Feb. lOth, Capt. Noonan and Liout. Sears, of the Cavalry, were flown to 
Ft. Sill by Lizuts. Meyer and Wagner. 

The Bachelor officers of the léth Squadron entertained the officers and 
ladies of the Air Corps with a dinner dance at the Spanish Village, near 
Manhattan, Kansas, on Feb. llth. 




















Selfridze Field, Mt.Clemens,Micn., Feb. 27th: 








ovth Service Squadron: The Paracimte Department of Selfridge Field is an 
excellent example of business-like efficiency and clock-work precision. Al- 
though handicapped by a suortage in personnel = average enlisted personnel, three 
-the department during the last. six morths drop-tested 192 parachutes and folded 
565. 

A P-1, equipped with bomb rack, was used for drop testing. Average time 
required per ~etnfunnesiaede five minutes. 

During the past six months, tro officers, Lieuts. Rvan and Underhill, were 
forced to jump. Neither returned his parecimte on account of failure to open. 

The Engine Revair and machine shop departments performed good work the 
past month. Sgt. Alex J. Sweiticwski tarned inventor and built a collapsible 
chock block made of dural. The cnock folds by pulling the four cross arms off 
and laying alonside the fifth arm waich ordinzrily holds the chock in position. 
When in operation the chock resemo! a oy old time "Jack Rock", and the arms ex- 
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tending domm hold on ice and snow, where the ordinary chock slips. 
The breaking of the cross member, which holds the fire extinguisher on the - 
p-12C airplanes, caused our welding department to do a piece of work of which 
they can justly be proud. ‘The ships were brought in to the Acro Repair, and 

the machinists and weiders went to work. 38y noon of the third day, thirty-one 
‘fish mouth" welds had been gompleted and the ships were returned to their 
squadrons. a i a 

36th Pursuit Sonadrcong A.C.: Or Feb. 2d, Lieuts. Vaupre and Tellman flew 
to Kalamazoo, Mich., returning that nient. This was the first of a series of 
night cross-country flights planned as part of the night flying program now 
being carried ovt. 

The squadren basizetball team which recently won a hard fought game from the 
17th Squadron, is cccupying second piace in the Post League, having lost but one 
game e 

On Feb. 14th, the 36th Pursuit Squadron's basketball team, accompanied by 
a delegation of rooters, tock off for Channte Field, to engage the Chanute Post 
Team on the court. <A formation of P-6's led by Lieut. Elliott, together with 
the C-9 and the Y1C-14, constituted the invading forces. 

In a free scoving gare, the Chanute Five proved a bit too strong for the 
36th and turned back the invaders ty a 52 to $1 score. The next morning, after 
arranging for a return geme with the Chanute Fliers, the 36th took off for 
Selfridge Field. Upon arrival home the trip was declared a success, and plans 
are being mace for further sorties afield. 

A most interesting program was arranged for the 36th Pursuit Squadron during 
its visit to Chicago, mace in connection with its night cross-country flight. 
Arriving at the airport at 2:00 P.M. on the 22nd, the Squadron was given a cor= 
dial welcome by Mrs. Elliott, the Commanding Officer's wife, and Mr. Tracy B. 
Drake. They were then driven to the Blackstone Hotel, where a Tea was given in 
their honor by Mr. Drake. What evening, the Sanadron attended the opening per- 
formance of the "Torch Scne", as guests of Mrs. Elliott, the producer of the 
play. After the theatre, the party returned to the airport where a delicious 
supper awaited them. 

The weather reports indicated a lowering ceiling and limited visibility 
dong the route home uut, as the weather was reported favorable at Selfridge 
Field, it was decided to take off. Soon after leaving Chicago, however, the 
weather changed, and, as it was soon impossibie to see from one beacon to the 
next, the formation turned and journeyed back to the airport where it was de- 
cided to call it a night. The return flight to Selfridge Field was made the 
next day. 

Twelve P-6's and a Fokker transport, piloted by the following-named offi- 
cers, made the trip: Lieuts. Elliott, Egan, Olds, Olsen, Vaupre, Tellman, Hegy, 
Brignall, Waitkus, Tenaes, Hopkins and Poe. 

94th Pursuit Sqradron: The $4th Squadron feels the loss of Lieuts. Under- 
hill and Feldman, both of whom reported to Walter Reed Hospital this month. 
Lieut. Underhill reported with chronic appendicitis, and will likely be absent 
from the Squadron for some time. 

Licut. Feldman, who cracked up in Chicago last spring, is back at the big 
hospital for a little plastic surgery. Carl says that he hopes they will give 
him another set of testh,too, because at present he has a hard time eating 
taffy candy. Not long after his return from Walter Reed he tried to eat some 
candy kisses, and said that he nearly choked to death on the extra teeth before 
he could get his boot hocks in and pull them out. 

Lieut. Paul Hinds graduated at Kelly several classes ago, but did not take 
active duty until just recently. He is now at Selfridge and is‘assigned to the 
%th Squadron for duty. Paul says that it seems good to get back in the Air 
Corps, and we are zlad to welcome nim. 

Lieut. N.B."Sxipoy" Harbold, "ngineering Officer for the 94th Squadron, has 
how developed a watch that is truly a marvel of perfection. Of course, many of 
the officers in the Air Corps are familiar with "Skippy's" exceptional ability 
for inventing useful articles for the pilot. This, however, is the ultimate 
of perfection. 

Here 'tis. Take one G.I.Ingersol Dollar Watch; hammer this watch for five 
tinutes with a hob-nailed shoe, then solder a spring storage battery terminal 
Clamp to the back of the watch (or to whatever rewains of the watch), and clip 
the watch, by means of the battery clamp, to the flap of the right hand breadt 
-~l2s- , V-6132,4.C. 






























pocket of your flying suit. 

Now, here comes the best part of the invention, namely, the method of oper. 
ation. There is no need to note the time of take-off, just "give ‘er the guy 
when the leader does". Upon landing and taxying up to the line, just akk your 
crew chicf to "run over and ask so-and-so what time we took off and how long 


8:00 and were up for one hour, "Skinpy" now shows his engineering training by 


we were up". The crew chief reports back, for oxaiple, that we took off at ; 


adding two hours to eignt o'clock, and then dividing bj two, and then adding e 


four hours, thus obtaining the cxact.time of landing. "Skippy" reports ,however, 
that the above mentioned timepiece does not work sovwll when he is flying cross. 
country by himself. 

On Tuesday, Feb. 24th, Major Brett, piloting the C-4A, with Capt. Strahm 
as co-pilot, flew to Chamiie Field ror the purpose of ferrying enlisted students 
to the Air Corps Technical School at that Field. Upon his return, Major Brett 
remarked that the C-4A would be very nice to set up light housekeeping in. 

The Post twilight basketball leagne at Selfridge Field entered the final 
round of play with the lst Pursuit Group Headquarters team far out in front with 
the neat record of twelve games won and none lost. With qnly three more games 
to play, this fast quintet seems virtually assured of carrying off post honors, 

In the meantime, the teams of the 36th Pursuit Squadron and the 57th Ser- 
vice Squadron are tied fer second place, with nine games won and turee lost, 
each having three more games to play. The 27th Pursuit Squadron team is noxt’. 
in line with four games won and nine lost, the 17th Pursuit with two wins and 
eleven losses, and the 94th Pursuit with one victory and eleven defeats. 

With fourteen more games on the basketball calendar the season is scheduled 
to end March 6th. 


‘ 


40th Div. Aviation, Calif., National Guard, Feb. 6th: 





For the purpose of cross-country experience in the new type of Observation 
ships assigned to this Squadron, the Douglas 0-38, "Hornet" powered, and also 
for the purpose of sketching serena ainperts en route, a formation of three 
ships of this type, together with a lone 0-17, left this station recently for 
Calexico, California, on the Mexican Border. 

Stops were made at March Field, Riverside, Calif.; Erawley and Imverial, 
Calif. The route taken was east from March Field into the Imperial Valley, over 
Beaumont, Banning ond the Salton Sea. Instruments and flying qualities of these 
planes were tested at various altitudes. The airports at Brawley and Imperial 
and others near these towns, were found to be amole in size, well drained, 
lighted, good transportation facilities, good approach and take-off, and de- 
lighted to welcome stray planes. 

Landing at Calexico was made about 12:30. Transportation was furnished 
to Mexicali, across the border in Mexico, where the party enjoyed an excellent 
luncheon of wild duck, quail and venison, with the necessary accessories. After 
seeing Mexicali, the party returned to the Calexico airport, took off at 3:30 
and, by flying a direct line back to Los Angeles over the mountains up to 9000 
ft. altitude, landed at Griffith Park at 5:15 - the same day. The 0-17 returned 
the next day. 

It is thought that a valuable liaison was formed with the good people of 
the Imperial Valley, who are not favored with aerial: tourists as mich as some 
other sections, and who apparently are sufficiently interested in advancing 
aviation to put in very fine airports. Capts. Barrie, Peterman; Lieuts. Sewall 
Gard, Gilmore and Sanford formed the mission. The ships and motors were found 
to be all that has been said of them, and cperated in a very satisfactory manner. 


In fact, we're quite enthusiastic about what can be done in the way of Operations 
with 5 new ships of this type. 






Langley Field, Va., Feb. eoth: 








An Athletic Association was organized at Langley Field which has for its 
purpose the promotion of athletics and to provide for the maximim amusement and 
recreation for the enlisted men of the post. Practically 100 per cent of the 
fficers aud enlisted men of Langley Field have joined the Association and, with 
the income which the association ie 80 as a result’ of payment of ducs, divi- 
dends from motion picture theatre, donations from Post Exchange, profits of 
bowling alleys, etc., a very ambitious schedule of athletics and entertainment 
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can be provided for the calendar vear, . 

A budget has teen prepared which provides funds for the various athletic 
sports, as well as for boxing matches and dances. The unusually successful 
football team of 1930 provided the necessary impetus and stimlated enthusiasm 
of the Langley Field personnel, so there is now a demand for successful teams. 
Successful teams, of course, will always involve the expenditure of a consider- 
able amount of money. Members of the post are 100 per cent strong in backing of 
their post team. , 

One boxing match was-already held since January 1st and another is sched- 
yled soon. Two post dances were already held. These are proving to be very 
enjoyable affairs and are well attended by the enlisted personnel. 

It is hoped by the officials of the association that the activities pro- 
moted by the association will be such that Langley Field will become known as 
the most desirable Air Corps Station in the country. 


luke Field, T.H., Feb. 24th: 





Flying training for the month consisted of aerial gunnery and bombing, aer- 
ial navigation, inter-island flying, cross-country flying, night flying, puff 
target missions, formation flying and radio communication. 

Capt. and Mrs. Harry G. Montgomery, departed Feb. 17th for duty at Bolling 
Field, D.C. 

The following-named 2nd Iieutenants of the Air Corps arrived for duty at 
this station from Kelly Field, Texas, and were assigned to stations, as follows: 
Robert E.L. Choate, 5th Composite Group Hars.; Edward A. Dodson, 4th Obs.Squad- 
ron;. Howard Moore, 23rd Bombardment Squadron; William E, Karnes and Frederick 
R. Dent, 50th. Obs. Squadron; Don Z. Zimmerman, 65th Service Squadron and Pearl 
H. Robey, 7éend Bomb. Squadron, 

lst Lieut. and Mrs. Richard EH. Dean and lst Lieut. and Mrs. Thomas M. Lowe 
departed on the Transport CHATEAU THIERRY, Feb. 17th. Lieut. Dean's new sta- 
tion will be Crissy Field, Calif., and Lieut. Lowe was assigned to the Informa- 
tion Division, Office Chief of the Air Corps, Washington. 

Zend Bombardment Squadron: Staff Sgt. Aubrey C. Harris and Sgt. Harry J. 
Hall are newcomers in the organization, arriving Feb. llth. They have already 
acquired the 7end Squadron "spirit". 

4th Observation Squadron: With an average of five ships in comnission, this 
squadron completed the various tactical training scheduled for February. The 
Training and Operations Report for the month shows 235 hours and 25 minutes 
flown by pilots, 108 hours and 10 minutes by observers and 145 hours and 25 
mins. by enlisted men. Leading in flying time was 2nd Lieut. George W. Peterson, 
Air Res., with a maximum of 50 hours and 50 minutes, There was an even distribu- 
tion of time among the flying personnel assigned to the squadron. 

On Feb. 2nd, the Squadron was called to participate in Group Combat Man- 
euvers. Three 0-19B's and two OA-13's were furnished by this squadron for this 
flight. The formation, consisting of 23 airplanes, left luke Field at 6:30 A.M. 
and followed the course Oahu-Molokai-Maui and return. Landings were made at 
each of these islands... The main problem of this flight was radio commnication 
with the base, Iuke Field, and also inter-plane communication and navigation. 
The mission was completed and all returned to happy homes at about 5:00 P.M. 
the same day. The personnel participating in this flight from the 4th Squadron 
Were as follows: Pilots - Capt. Jones; Lieuits. Clarke, Armagost, Thompson and 
Peterson; Observers and Radio Operators - Lieuts. Meyer and Edwards, Sgt. Dod- 
son and Pvt. Dooley; Crew Chiefs - Sets. Smith, Wilcox and Hoffman. 

On Feb. llth, the Squadron was engaged in night flying from 6:00 P.M. to 
9:00 P.M.,during which tests of Driges-Faber Pistol and Pyrotechnic Signals 
Were made with excellent results. It was recommended that Drig-s-Faber Pistol 
System of Aerial Illumination be standardized for use by the Air Corps. 

Aerial gunnery and bombing are almost completed. Most cf the participants 
already qualified as "Expert Aerial Gunners". 

_ During the period of Feb. 9th to 14th, lst Lieut. W.L. Weible and 2nd 
Lieut. A.W, Schermacher (CAC) were attached to the 4th for training in Air Corps 
work, This training consisted in daily flights and talks of an Observation Squad- 
Ton. Eoth Coast Artillery men were greatly pleased with the "experience" in Air 
Corps work, 

During the post dance on Feb. 13th, the Commanding Officer of Iuke Field, 
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Maj. Maxwell Kirby, made a presentation cf the Kuntz-Moses Trophy Cup to the 

4th Squadron, Capt. U.G. Jones, our Squadron Commander, returned the compti- 
ments of Maj. Kirby in the following speech: "It is, indeed, a pleasure to ac. 
cept this, the Kuniz-Mcsys Trophy, in behalf of the 4tn Squadron, which I have 
the honor aad cleasure to conmand, This is the second year in succession that 
the soldiers of tnis organization have had the pleasure of fighting for and . 
winning this cup. Tne men of the squadron feel a keen sense of delight in re. 
ceiving this Trophy, for the reason that each and every one contributed his bit 
to the success of the battles that were waged with opposing forces. This sup. 
port ranzed anywhere from moral support to playing on teams. The bulk of the 

honor, however, goes to those men who actually particivated in the games or the 
boxing, as the case may be. ‘These mon, with no exception, have demonstrated a 


tac 


gentlemanly, Christian spirit in their contacts with team mates and their op- j 


ponents. They Lave set a standerd that any other organization may feel proud 
to attain. Ive Field as a whole can fecl a sense of pride in the individual 
and collective accomplishments revresented in the presentation of this trophy, 
I can further say that in no case has an individual participant failed to bene- 
fit physically in this connection." 

} 


Bolling Field, D.%., March 2th: 





The departure of two of our most able officers for other stations is going 
to be keenly felt here at Bolling by the officers, men and many friends of 
these two- Major Clarl: and Capt. Myers. The officers and ladies of Bolling 
Field held a most celightful dinner in their honor on the night of March llth 
at the Officers’ Ciub. We all join in and regret their loss, hoping they will 
soon return to Bolling as visitors or otherwise, as they will always remain here 
as omof this small family. Mejor Clark was ordered to Hawaii, and Capt. Myers, 
otherwise known as "Chief", gocs to March Field for duty, with the proposed 
"Light Bombardment" Saquacron there, ‘ 

Licut. Hicks is now our now Detachment Commander and Liout. Giovannoli,our 
new Personnel Adjutant. They both have cuite a wonderfvl reputation to uphold, 

Lieut. Merrick left on Maich llth, with the Congressmen Clancy and Zilhman 





and Major Eager for ‘fiani. We all hopa they return before summer. Lieut. 
Merrick is flying a sinzle-motored fokxer trarsport. 

Lieut. Stronathan ieft alco on March-lilth with Cong. Clague and Cong, 
Kvale in a Lockheed for fan Antonio, expecting to stop en route at Ft. Bragg and 
Maxwell Field. 

The Officers! Volley ball team is undefeated un to date, having beaten the 
officers from the Office or the Chief of the Air Corps several times. Also, 
the indoor bascball team registered its initial came in the win column at the 
expense of the cfricers from the Chief's Office. 





Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., Mar. Ast: 








Champicnship honors for Scott Field in besketball for the present season 
wers carried away on March ena by the 15th Observation Squadron, when they de- 
feated the Sth Airship Company in the closing game of the schedule. The game 
was an exccedingly close figat all the way, with the Airship tcam leading at 
the half by a 12 to 9 count. serting with a determined rush in the second half, 
the Observation players soon pulled up to even terms and then forged slightly 
ahead. The count remained close until the last few minutes of play, when three 
crucial baskets were counted by tho winner to put the game on ice. The final 
score was 25 to 17. 

The Staff team had an easy time winning its lnst round game from the 24th 
Airship Service Comyeny and this win lcft the tcam in a tie for second place 
with the 9th Airship Company. The final standing was: 


won Lost P.C. 
1L5th- Squadron 7 2 0778 
Stafr 5 4 2556 
9th Comnany 5 4 0506 
24th Company ~ 1 & 41h 


end Lieut. Francis A. Wilgus, Air-Res.,who has been on extended active duty 
with the 15th Observation Squadron, Scott Field, sinte last fall, was ordered to 
Langley Field, Va., for dvty. Lient. Wilgus, whose home is at Rockford, Ill., is 
@ graduate from the Bombardment course of the A.C.Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
- 126 - V-6132,A.C. 








eve) 


the 
add. 
men 


cha. 
who 
he 

ing 
fli 
pic 


and 


re 


is 








\ 
Field, Texas. 

Three Reserve orficers on extended active duty, were added to the roster 
of the 15th Observation Squadron by transfer from Selfridge Field, Mich, These 
officers, all Second Lieutenants,are; Sheldon B. Yoder, Almont, Mich.; C.E. 
Jonnson, Alexis, Ill.; and H.A. Lidster, Charleston, Ill. 


Air Corps Activities in New England: 





The New England Reserve Officers! Association of the Air Corps met Thursday 
evening, March 5th at 6:30 P.M. at the University Club in Boston. 

A banquet was served, after which Maj. Robert F. Raymond,Jr., President of 
the Association, opened the business session. Maj. Neil Cronin, Vice-President 
adaressed the gathering on matters of vital importance, interspersing his com- 
ments with an original style of hvmor. 

All the officers welcomed Lieut. Glenn ©, Salisbury who has been placed in 
charge of Reserve flying activities at the Boston Airport. Lieut. Salisbury, 
who has come here from Texas, was surprised to find our weather much milder than 
he imagined it would be. 

Lieut. Robert Fogs was then introduced as the principal speaker of the even- 
ing. He gave a most vivid and interesting description of his Greenly Island 
flight for Pathe News to secure first pictures of the Bremen Flyers. Motion 
pictures illustrated his talk, 

Every six weeks, the Association plans to cet together for similar meetings 
and indulge in barracks flying, humor and entertainment. 


“a V-6132,A.C. 








